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This week’s question

Has Trump lost the tariff
battle with China?

Last week’s result

Will Trump listen to
Musk on tariff?
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"Ask US side for specific tax rate figures": China
reacts to 245% tariff levied by US

BEIJING: Reacting to the White House's statement
claiming China now faces up to 245 percent tariffs on
imports to the US, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said
they should ask the US side for the
"specific tax rate figures."

While addressing a press briefing
recently, Lin said that China has re-
peatedly stated its solemn position
on the tariff issue. He said that the
tariff war was initiated by the US and
that Beijing has taken countermea-
sures to protect its legitimate rights
and interests and international fairness and justice,

April 18, 2025 50¢

terming it completely "reasonable and legal.”

He noted that tariff and trade wars have no winner.
However, he said that China does
not want to fight these wars but is
not scared of them. He expressed
China's commitment to joining
hands and removing barriers.

Earlier in a statement shared on
X, Lin Jian stated, "In a world full of
uncertainties, China remains com-
mitted to joining hands, not throwing
punches; removing barriers, not
erecting walls; promoting connectiv-
ity, not pursuing decoupling."

Cont'd on page 5
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Indian Army personnel receive the prestigious United Nations Medal for their exemplary commitment and contribution
during the Medal Day Parade in UNIFIL recently. (ANI Photo)
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BEIJING: Reacting to the White
House's statement claiming China now
faces up to 245 percent tariffs on imports
to the US, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian said they should
ask the US side for the "specific tax rate
figures."

While addressing a press briefing re-
cently, Lin said that China has repeatedly
stated its solemn position on the tariff is-
sue. He said that the tariff war was initi-
ated by the US and that Beijing has taken
countermeasures to protect its legitimate
rights and interests and international fair-
ness and justice, terming it completely
"reasonable and legal.”

He noted that tariff and trade wars have
no winner. However, he said that China
does not want to fight these wars but is
not scared of them. He expressed China's
commitment to joining hands and remov-
ing barriers.

Earlier in a statement shared on X, Lin
Jian stated, "In a world full of uncertainties,
China remains committed to joining
hands, not throwing punches; removing
barriers, not erecting walls; promoting
connectivity, not pursuing decoupling.”

While sharing the statement on X, Lin
wrote, "China is the world's market and a
source of opportunities for every country."

Gover/Top Stories

www.indiapost.com

NO WINNERS

"Ask US side for specific tax rate figures": China reacts
to 245% tariff levied by US

Lin Jian's statement came after the
White House fact sheet stated that China's
retaliatory actions have resulted inup to a
245 percent tariff on imports to the United

Trump imposed reciprocal tariffs on doz-
ens of countries with which the country
has a trade deficit. Later, Trump decided
to pause the tariffs for 90 days after many

L6 e e
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In a statement shared on X, Lin Jian stated,

"In a world full of uncertainties, China remains committed
to joining hands, not throwing punches; removing batrriers,
not erecting walls; promoting connectivity,
not pursuing decoupling.”

States. Prior to the latest revision, a 145
percent tariff was being levied on Chinese
exports to the United States.

Earlier this month, US President Donald

countries initiated talks with the US admin-
istration for a trade deal."

More than 75 countries have already
reached out to discuss new trade deals,"

Amid talk of Islamic representation, India, G4 reject
proposals to allocate UNSC seats on religious basis

UNITED NATIONS: Amid talk of Is-
lamic representation, India and other G4
members have rejected proposals to al-
locate seats on the basis of religion in a
reformed Security Council.

"Proposals to introduce new param-
eters (in reforming the Council) such as
religious affiliation run counter to estab-
lish UN practice", India's Permanent Rep-
resentative P Harish said recently while
speaking on behalf of the G4.

He did not name Turkiye or its Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan who said last
month that an Islamic country should be
a permanent member of the Council.

Nor did he mention Pakistan or the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) that proposed that all categories of
Council membership should have repre-
sentation for the "Islamic Ummah".

Harish said introducing a religious fac-
tor would "add considerable complexity to
an already difficult discussion" on reform-
ing the Council.

He spoke at a meeting of the Intergov-
ernmental Negotiations (IGN) on Council
reforms on behalf of the G4, whose other
members are Brazil, Germany, and Ja-
pan.

He also reiterated the point while
speaking solely in his capacity as India's
representative emphasizing that it would
undermine the principle of regional repre-
sentation.

"Attempts to introduce new param-
eters such as religion and faith as basis
for representation in a reformed Council
runs completely counter to regional rep-
resentation, which has been the ac-
cepted basis for representation in the

United Nations", he said.

Erdogan, who is attempting to as-
sume the mantle of the leader of the
Muslim world, said last month at an iftar
for diplomats, "Having an Islamic coun-
try with veto power in the UN Security
Council is not just a necessity but an ob-
ligation".

The four nations of the G4, a "pro-
gressive, constructive and forward look-
ing, reform oriented group”, advocates
for expanding the permanent member-
ship of the Council and mutually support
each other for the seats.

However, Harish said that the G4 "as
an advocacy group that works towards
meaningful reforms" does not make "any
specific recommendation” on who the
new permanent members should be and
leaves it to the General Assembly. IANS
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the White House fact sheet said.

"As a result, the individualized higher
tariffs are currently paused amid these dis-
cussions, except for China, which retali-
ated," the fact sheet added.

For the time being, a baseline tariff of
10 percent would be applicable on US im-
ports. Trump imposed a 10 percent tariff
on all countries and individualized recipro-
cal higher tariffs on nations with which the
US has the largest trade deficits to level
the playing field and protect America's na-
tional security.

Earlier, White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt responded to questions on
China during the press briefing. When
asked if Trump would reduce tariffs on
China to complete the TikTok deal, Leavitt
said that Trump's position on China is
"quite clear."

In her remarks, Leavitt said, "The Presi-
dent has made his position on China quite
clear, although | do have an additional
statement that he just shared with me in
the Oval Office. The ball is in China's
court. China needs to make a deal with us.
We don't have to make a deal with them."

She elaborated, "There's no difference
between China and any other country, ex-
cept they are much larger. And China
wants what we have, what every country
wants, what we have -- the American con-
sumer, or to put it another way, they need
our money."

She further added, "So the President
again has made it quite clear that he's
open to a deal with China, but China needs
to make a deal with the United States of
America."

Trump unveiled the "Fair and Recipro-
cal Plan" on trade to restore fairness in US
trade relationships and counter non-recip-
rocal trade agreements. Trump's recipro-
cal tariffs have led to a broad-based fall in
global financial markets, with markets
plunging in Asia and Europe.

The reciprocal tariffs have set off a sell-
off in equities globally, and the US itself is
no exception. Investors fear that the
moves concerning global trade may raise
inflation, risking economic growth. Since
assuming office for his second term,
Donald Trump has reiterated his stance
on tariff reciprocity, emphasizing that the
US will match tariffs imposed by other
countries, including India, to ensure fair
trade. ANI
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"Future of Bangladesh is going to be decided by the
Bangladeshi people", says US Department of State

WASHINGTON DC: The US Department of State, dur-
ing its press briefing, addressed the questions on the rise
of extremism and anti-Semitism in Bangladesh, along
with the targeting of American companies in the country.
Spokesperson Tammy Bruce underscored the impor-
tance of the future of Bangladesh to be decided by the
people of the country.

During last Tuesday's press briefing on being asked
about the rise of "Islamist extremism in Bangladesh un-
der the Yunus backed regime", and targeting of American
brands along with
anti-Semitic senti-
ments, Spokesper-
son Tammy Bruce
said, "Bangladesh is
a country with cer-
tain issues, they are
also a country we
have talked about of-
ten."

She said, "l have
something to men-

is the arrest of a UK MP,

protests are a matter for

"l have something to mention
regarding Bangladesh, which

Sadig. Bangladeshi courts
have issued that arrest... even

Bangladesh authorities to
handle. Talking with them
matters a great deal as well”

is committed to ensuring the safety and security of every
citizen, regardless of their creed, color, religion, or
ethnicity. The country does not tolerate any form of vio-
lence or intimidation against any of its citizens. We are
fully aware of our responsibilities in this regard."

He made the remarks while describing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus's re-
cent meeting in Bangkok, which was held on the sidelines
of the BIMSTEC meeting, as an important step forward.

During his meeting with Yunus in Bangkok, PM Modi

Tammy Bruce

tion regarding
Bangladesh, which is the arrest of a UK MP, Sadig.
Bangladeshi courts have issued that arrest... even pro-
tests are a matter for Bangladesh authorities to handle.
Talking with them matters a great deal as well".

She said, "Future of Bangladesh is going to be decided
by the Bangladeshi people... we've seen the reports".

Bruce further added, "Elections matter. | don't want to
sound trite here, but it's true. Democracy matters, and
people's actions to confront issues that might destroy their
lives matter--it's pretty clear what the choices are for
many nations on this planet.”

Earlier on April 12, Bangladesh's foreign secretary, Md
Jashim Uddin, had said, "The government of Bangladesh

underlined India's concerns related to the safety and se-
curity of minorities in Bangladesh, including Hindus, and
expressed his expectation that the Bangladesh govern-
ment would ensure their security, including by thoroughly
investigating the cases of atrocities committed against
them.

Now, the Bangladesh foreign secretary has assured
that his nation is committed to ensuring the security of
minorities in the country.

The Bangladesh Foreign Secretary also hoped that the
South Asia region can grow together, and economic de-
velopment in one country can complement economic de-
velopment in another country. ANI

NASA sacks Indian-origin DEI chief Neela Rajendra
following Trump's executive order

WASHINGTON: Neela Rajendra, the Indian-origin head
of NASA's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) efforts,
has been officially dismissed from her position in compli-
ance with US President Donald Trump's
sweeping executive order aimed at dis-
mantling DEI initiatives across all federal
agencies.

Rajendra's removal comes after
weeks of internal efforts at NASA to re-
tain her by rebranding her role.

In March, NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) reassigned her as the
head of a newly-created department, the
"Office of Team Excellence and Em-
ployee Success," in a move widely seen
as an attempt to shield her from the im-
plications of the executive directive.

While her title changed, her core responsibilities, over-
seeing employee support programs and managing affin-
ity groups like the "Black Excellence Strategic Team," re-
mained largely the same.

However, the Trump administration's renewed crack-

Neela Rajendra

down on DEI programs earlier this month led to her dis-
missal, despite NASA's attempts to preserve her position
under a new title.

An internal email circulated at JPL last
week confirmed her departure, stating,
"Neela Rajendra is no longer working at
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. We are in-
credibly grateful for the lasting impact
she made to our organization. We wish
her the very best."

The message, reportedly sent by JPL
Director Laurie Leshin, marked the end
of Rajendra's years-long tenure at the
space agency.

Previously, Rajendra had played a
leading role in initiatives like the "Space
Workforce 2030" pledge, which sought to
increase the participation of women and
underrepresented minorities in NASA's workforce. Her exit
is part of a broader federal purge, which has already seen
hundreds of DEI-related positions cut across government
departments. IANS

India commemorates
Ambedkar Jayanti at UN,
Minister Ramdas Athawale
joins celebrations

NEW YORK: The Permanent Mission of India to
the United Nations marked Dr BR Ambedkar's birth
anniversary with a special commemorative event at
the UN headquarters in New York, attended by global
leaders.

Speaking at the event, Union Minister of State for
Social Justice and Empowerment Ramdas Athawale
said, "Today, the permanent mission of India in New
York organized this important function. We are cel-
ebrating the birth anniversary of Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar. Not only all over India, but many countries
are celebrating."

He conveyed appreciation to India's Permanent
Mission to the UN for its "steadfast commitment to-
wards international dialogue, social justice and inclu-
sion."

Deelip Mhaske, president of the Foundation for
Human Horizon proposed making Dr Ambedkar's
legacy to become one like Nelson Mandela. He
thanked the Mayor for the support.

Dilip Chauhan, Deputy Commissioner for the New
York City Mayor's Office for International Affairs, said
during the event, "Dr. Ambedkar was more than the
principal architect of the Indian Constitution--he was a
visionary thinker, a tireless reformer, and an advocate
for the marginalized. His ideals go beyond borders and
time, finding strong connections in the halls of the
United Nations and in a city like New York--a city built
by immigrants, energized by its diversity, and united
by its shared belief in opportunity and inclusion."

He further added, "Dr. Ambedkar showed us that
inclusion is not a favor but a fundamental right. He
taught us to confront injustice not with silence but with
solidarity. His legacy compels us to build bridges
across cultures, amplify the voices of the oppressed,
and challenge the systems that perpetuate inequality,
wherever they may be."

In his concluding remarks, he said, "As we gather
today, let us recommit ourselves to the values Dr.
Ambedkar lived and died for--liberty, equality, frater-
nity, and dignity for every human being."

During the ceremony, India's Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN, Parvathaneni Harish, also high-
lighted Dr Ambedkar's contributions as a key figure in
India's freedom struggle and as the architect of its
Constitution.

Previously, while speaking to ANI, Athawale had
said, "In Maharashtra, Babasaheb Ambedkar worked
very hard", he highlighted how the world knows Dr
Ambedkar's name and his philosophy.

Athawale noted that in the intellectual sphere also
many people are supporting Ambedkar's philosophy.

He highlighted how Dr Ambedkar was a great stu-
dent and would spend hours studying at the Library in
Columbia University, which now houses his statue.

Athawale highlighted, "Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is very strongly supporting Baba Saheb
Ambedkar's philosophy." ANI
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India, Russia celebrate 78 years of diplomatic

NEW DELHI: Celebrating the 78th an-
niversary of the Russia-India diplomatic
relationship on Sunday 13 April, a cycle
rally was organized in New Delhi where
more than 300 people participated in the
event.

The cycling rally also commemorated
the 80th anniversary of the Russian vic-
tory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-
1945.

According to the Russian Embassy,
more than 300 people took part in the
event.

Meanwhile, Russian Ambassador to In-
dia Denis Alipov took to X and extended
greetings on the 78th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations.

"Warm greetings to our Indian friends
on the 78th anniversary of Russia-India
diplomatic relations! Our unwavering
friendship, mutual respect and strategic
partnership are a matter of pride for us.
We are committed to taking these pre-
cious relations to new heights. Hail Rus-
sia, Hail India!" he posted.

The strategic partnership of Russia and
India is distinguished by the scale and
depth of ties in politics, trade and technol-
ogy, science, education and culture, the
Russian Embassy stated.

relations with c
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It announced that New Delhi and Mos-
cow are collaborating on investment
projects, developing transport networks,
and working together in space exploration
and nuclear energy.

"Among the key areas are energy se-
curity and military-technical cooperation,"
the Russian Embassy said in a statement.

"The high dynamics of Russian-Indian
contacts at all levels, as well as the record
trade turnover, reflect our countries' com-
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mitment to further enhancement of equal,
trusting and mutually beneficial coopera-
tion. The volume of bilateral tourism is
growing; business, cultural and educa-
tional exchanges are expanding," the
statement added.

"With India, we are connected by many
decades of fruitful and effective interstate
interaction and centuries of true friendship
and civilizational dialogue. Our task is to
cherish and enrich this heritage," the Rus-

ycle rally

India rejects "motivated, baseless" comments made
by Pakistan on Waqf Amendment Act

NEW DELHI: India has rejected as "mo-
tivated and baseless" comments made by
Pakistan on the Wagf Amendment Act.

In response to media queries regarding
comments made by Pakistan on Wagf Bill,
Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said Pakistan has no lo-
cus standi to comment on a matter thatis

look at its own abysmal record when it
comes to protecting the rights of minori-
ties, instead of preaching to others,"
Jaiswal said.

The Parliament passed the Waqf
Amendment Bill in the budget session af-
ter which it was given assent by President
Droupadi Murmu.

"We strongly reject the motivated and baseless comments
made by Pakistan on the Wagf Amendment Act enacted
by the Parliament of India. Pakistan has no locus standi to
comment on a matter that is internal to India”

internal to India.

"We strongly reject the motivated and
baseless comments made by Pakistan on
the Wagf Amendment Act enacted by the
Parliament of India. Pakistan has no locus
standi to comment on a matter that is in-
ternal to India. Pakistan would do better to

The Wagf Act seeks to enhance the ef-
ficiency of Waqf boards, improve the reg-
istration process and increase the role of
technology in managing Waqf records.

The changes in Wagf laws in India from
1913 to 2024 show a strong effort to pro-
tect and manage Waqf properties for

society's benefit while ensuring a proper
administration system. Each law aimed to
solve current problems while keeping the
main purpose of Waqgf endowments. The
Wagf Amendment Bill 2025 is an important
step toward making Wagf management
more transparent, responsible, and inclusive.

The Wagf Amendment Act seeks to es-
tablish a secular, transparent, and ac-
countable system for Waqf administration.

While Wagf properties serve religious
and charitable purposes, their manage-
ment involves legal, financial, and admin-
istrative responsibilities that require struc-
tured governance.

The role of Wagf Boards and the Cen-
tral Wagf Council (CWC) is not religious
but regulatory, ensuring legal compliance
and safeguarding public interest.

By introducing checks and balances,
empowering stakeholders, and improving
governance, the Act sets a progressive
and fair framework for Wagf administra-
tion in India. ANI

sian Embassy added.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) has announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has received an
invitation to participate in Russia's Victory
Day celebrations next month.

"Our Prime Minister has received an in-
vitation to participate in the Victory Day
celebrations. We will be announcing our
participation in the Victory Day celebration
at the appropriate time," MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said during a weekly
media briefing in New Delhi on 16 April.

Earlier in the day, Russian media TASS,
quoting Deputy Foreign Minister Andrei
Rudenko, reported that PM Modi and De-
fense Minister Rajnath Singh are likely to
attend the 80th anniversary of Russia's
victory in the Great Patriotic War celebra-
tions on Red Square in Moscow next
month.

The report indicated that participation of
a ceremonial detachment of the Indian
armed forces in the parade on Red Square
is also being worked out.

On March 27, addressing the first inter-
national conference, 'Russia and India:
Towards a New Agenda for Bilateral Rela-
tions," Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said that preparations are being
made for Russian President Vladimir
Putin's upcoming visit to India.

He also stated that the political dialogue
between India and Russia is "developing
dynamically" and is facilitated by the fact
that Moscow and New Delhi "have close
or even coinciding views on the objectively
emerging multipolar world order." IANS

More top stories >

on page 14
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Punjab-born
surgeon, 3 family
members killed in
US plane crash

NEW YORK: A Punjab-born
surgeon, her two children and
their partners were killed along
with her husband, who piloted a
small plane that crashed in New
York state.

Joy Saini's family confirmed
their deaths in a statement to the
media on 13 April.

National Transportation Safety
Board investigator Albert Nixon
said the crash happened on Sat-
urday 12 April, while their
Mitsubishi MU2B aircraft was try-
ing to land at the Columbia
County Airport, about 200 km
from New York City.

Speaking at a news confer-
ence in Albany, he said that the
pilot missed the approach for
landing and asked to make an-
other try, but the air traffic con-
troller noticed it was flying at a
low altitude and unsuccessfully
tried to alert the pilot.

The plane, which had taken off
from Westchester Airport in a
New York City suburb, went
down about ten miles from the
airport near the border with Mas-
sachusetts State.

Saini immigrated to the US
with her parents and received her
medical degree from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh where she met
her husband, Michael Groff, who
was a neurosurgeon.

According to the website of
her medical practice in Boston,
Saini was a urogynecologist and
female pelvic reconstructive sur-
geon.

The family statement said that
Groff was "an experienced pilot
who fell in love with flying after
being taught by his father at the
age of 16." IANS
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Geet Ramayan brought to life
by Rungmunch

India Post News Service

HAYWARD, CA: Rungmunch-
Theatre with a cause, celebrated
Ram Navami in the true spirit of
righteousness, symbolizing the
victory of good over evil through
their presentation of the great In-
dian epic - Ramayan in a Broad-
way Style musical presentation
on Apr 5 & 6, 2025 at Cal State
University, Hayward, CA.

In a spectacular display of cul-
ture and tradition, a grand musi-
cal presentation of the revered
Indian epic Ramayan took center
stage, captivating a houseful au-
dience with its blend of live mu-
sic, graceful dance, and the per-
formances of over 100 talented
artists. The event, which took
place at Cal State, Hayward was
a mesmerizing tribute to the
timeless story of Lord Ram, cel-
ebrating its relevance and influ-
ence on generations past and
present.

The evening was marked by

an unparalleled fusion of art
forms, with live orchestral music
and intricate dance perfor-
mances that brought the sacred

verses of the Ramayan to life.
The stage was set ablaze with
the performances of over 100
performers, including musicians,

dancers, and actors, each one
playing an integral role in narrat-
ing the epic's story. The rich tap-
estry of emotions, from devotion

to valor, was beautifully conveyed
through vibrant choreography
and powerful musical composi-
tions that resonated deeply with

>
g v}:\

the audience.

As the curtain fell on the
breathtaking presentation, the
audience was left in awe of the
epic's timeless power. The
Ramayan serves as a vital pillar
of Indian culture and tradition, and
the performance was a reminder
of its importance in today's
world. In an age where rapid glo-
balization often leads to a discon-
nection from one's roots, such
performances provide an essen-
tial link to the past, reminding chil-
dren growing up in foreign lands
of the richness of their heritage.
The Ramayan continues to an-
chor them to their cultural legacy,
offering a sense of identity and
belonging that transcends geo-
graphical boundaries.

Cont’d on page 10
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Beyond April 15: How taxation is changing

VIDYA SETHURAMAN
India Post News Service

s this year's tax season draws to
Aa close, the Internal Revenue Ser

vice (IRS) is undergoing a dra-
matic transformation. The agency is ex-
pected to slash thousands of jobs, reduc-
ing its workforce by 18% by late May, as
planned by billionaire Elon Musk under the
banner of the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE). While the stated goal
is to cut costs, experts warn that these
staffing reductions could reduce govern-
ment revenue by as much as $395 billion
over the next decade. A panel of leading
tax experts explored the far-reaching im-
plications of these changes on govern-
ment revenue, the economy, and taxpay-

ers across the country.

Michael Kaercher, Deputy Director,
NYU Tax Law Center; Former IRS Attor-
ney first introduced the 2017 Trump tax

duced from 35% to 21%, which has a sig-
nificant impact on companies. In terms of
personal income tax, tax cuts will continue
until 2025. However, these tax reduction

The total amount of this tax reform plan is 3.5 trillion US

dollars, covering corporate tax and personal income tax

cuts. Among them, the corporate tax rate is reduced from

35% to 21%, which has a significant impact on companies

reform and its extension plan. He pointed
out that the total amount of this tax reform
planis 3.5 trillion US dollars, covering cor-
porate tax and personal income tax cuts.
Among them, the corporate tax rate is re-

Consulate General of India in Seattle
hosts Baisakhi celebration

SEATTLE: The Consulate General of
India in Seattle hosted the first celebration
of Baisakhi at the State Capitol in Olympia.
Washington State Governor Bob
Ferguson, Lieutenant Governor Denny
Heck, and Secretary of State Steve Hobbs
attended the event.

In a post on X the Consulate said, "The
1st Celebration of Baisakhi at State Capi-
tol in Olympia! Thank you Governor Bob
Ferguson, Lieutenant Governor Denny
Heck and Secretary of State Steve Hobbs
for joining us in the celebrations. Deeply
appreciate the impressive participation
of eminent leaders from the Indian
American Sikh community from across
the State of Washington. Team Indian
Consulate @ Seattle wishes all a very
Happy Baisakhi celebration!"

This event marks the first such cel-
ebration of the festival of Baisakhi at the
State Capitol. State Senators and Legis-
lators from the Washington State Legis-
lature also attended the ceremony, in ad-
dition to prominent members of the Sikh
community resident in Washington.

Baisakhi was celebrated on April 13 in
India, where thousands of devotees
thronged Sri Harmandir Sahib, popularly

known as the Golden Temple, in
Amritsar.

Offering fervent prayers and taking a
holy dip in the sacred Sarovar, pilgrims
marked the festival with deep reverence.
Devotees will offer prayers in Gurdwara
throughout the day.

The festival of Baisakhi marks the
Sikh New Year and is a spring harvest
festival celebrated in Punjab and other
parts of north India.

To celebrate the festival, people visit
Gurdwaras, seek blessings, and partici-
pate in Nagar Kirtan. 'Kada prasad' is
distributed among the devotees.

Devotees offered prayers and took a
holy dip at the spiritual Har ki Pauri ghat
in Uttarakhand's Haridwar on Sunday to
mark the celebration of Baisakhi.

Aarti was also performed at
Mahakaleshwar Temple in Madhya
Pradesh's Ujjain on the occasion of
Baisakhi.

The day marks the anniversary of the
founding of the Khalsa Panth by Guru
Gobind Singh in the year 1699. On this
day, Guru Gobind Singh abolished the dis-
tinction between higher and lower caste
communities. ANI
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policies will bring more benefits to the rich,
and it is estimated that half of the tax cuts
will flow to the top 5% of taxpayers.
Natasha Sarin, Professor of Law and
Finance, Yale University pointed out that
the IRS is expected to collect about 97%
of the $50 trillion in taxes required by the
federal government this year. However,
due to a shortage of resources and man-
power, itis expected that about $70 billion
in taxes will not be collected. She empha-
sized that the shortage of tax enforcement
resources, especially the review of high-
income groups, will likely lead to large-
scale tax evasion and aggravate existing
wealth inequality. It is estimated that of the

$70 billion in unpaid taxes, about $20 bil-
lion to $25 billion comes from the top 1%
of taxpayers. However, as the government
cuts the IRS budget, these taxes will be-
come more difficult to collect; in some
cases, these cuts may even lead to more
severe tax evasion, with total losses ex-
pected to reach $2.4 trillion.

Richard Prisinzano, Director of Policy
Analysis, The Budget Lab pointed out that
the downsizing of the IRS will allow com-
panies and high-income groups to take
advantage of the lax regulatory environ-
ment to evade taxes, which will further un-
dermine the fairness of the tax system.

Aravind Boddupalli, Senior Research
Associate, Urban-Brookings Tax Policy
Center is concerned about the impact of
these changes on immigrant communi-
ties. He mentioned that the data sharing
agreement between the IRS and the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS)
may cause immigrant groups to fear fil-
ing taxes and therefore choose not to ap-
ply for the tax benefits they deserve,
which will not only weaken their eco-
nomic well-being, but also have a nega-
tive impact on children and families
across the country.
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resident Trump took action to en-

sure the United States is leverag

ing modern technology to effec-
tively and efficiently conduct environmen-
tal reviews and evaluate permits. Permit-
ting reform is a top priority for the Trump
Administration and this action will acceler-
ate the process, improve the transparency
and predictability of project timelines, and
eliminate unnecessary delays holding
back the growth of the American
economy.

The Presidential Memorandum signed
today calls on the Council on Environmen-
tal Quality (CEQ), in consultation with the
National Energy Dominance Council
(NEDC) and relevant permitting agencies,
to issue a plan for modernizing the tech-
nology used for Federal environmental re-
view and permitting processes for infra-
structure projects. This plan will guide
agencies as they use technology to digi-
tize permit applications, expedite reviews,
enhance interagency coordination on
projects, and give sponsors more trans-
parency and predictability on project per-
mitting schedules. This will also help
agencies share information with state and
tribal officials to make those permitting
processes easier for project sponsors.

"By leveraging 21st century technolo-
gies, the U.S. can improve the effective-
ness, efficiency, and speed of the Federal
environmental review and permitting pro-
cess - and remove the layers of bureau-
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President Trump unleashes permitting technology
for the 21st Century

cracy that are stopping growth while im-
proving the quality of the review process.
Thanks to the leadership of President
Trump, CEQ will work diligently to issue a
Federal Permitting Technology Action Plan
and establish a Permitting Innovation Cen-
ter that will truly enable agencies to expe-
dite permitting and refocus environmental
analysis on the issues of greatest impor-
tance," said the White House Council on
Environmental Quality.

"We need to drill more, map more,
mine more, and build more - all while inno-

broken system that's slowing down criti-
cal energy projects across the country.
Outdated permitting systems are creating
costly delays at the exact moment we
need to be expanding capacity, strength-
ening our energy security, and building the
infrastructure that powers American indus-
try and lowers costs for families," said
Secretary of Energy Chris Wright. "As
Secretary of Energy and Vice Chair of the
National Energy Dominance Council, |
welcome this decisive action to modern-
ize permitting technology, cut red tape, and

The Presidential Memorandum signed today calls on
the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), in consultation with
the National Energy Dominance Council (NEDC) and relevant
permitting agencies, to issue a plan for modernizing the
technology used for Federal environmental review and
permitting processes for infrastructure projects

vating faster than our global competitors,"
said Secretary of the Interior Doug
Burgum. "The Permitting Technology Ac-
tion Plan will channel our greatest asset,
American innovation and technology, to
overhaul our current permitting process
and power our nation faster, better, cleaner,
and more reliably than ever before. Em-
bracing cutting-edge development and
modernizing this outdated system will pave
the way to American success."

"With President Trump's leadership,
this administration is taking action to fix a

align the full force of the federal govern-
ment behind getting these essential
projects approved and built-because en-
ergy dominance isn't possible without the
infrastructure to supportit."

"When President Trump says American
farmers and ranchers have been the life-
blood of our economy for centuries, he
means it. For too long, our producers have
experienced delays and uncertainty as
they navigate a complex permitting pro-
cess that gets in the way of American in-
novation and stifles energy and timber pro-

April 18, 2025

duction. This historic Memorandum will in-
crease efficiency and transparency so
farmers, foresters, and producers can get
back to the work they do every day to feed,
fuel, and clothe our nation," said Secretary
of Agriculture Brooke Rollins.

"It takes too long to build in America,"
said Secretary of Transportation Sean P.
Duffy. "Ridiculous red tape and outdated
regulations add cost and delays to
projects. It has to stop. Thanks to Presi-
dent Trump's leadership, we are slashing
the bureaucracy and getting back to actu-
ally building things in America again. We
are doing that by harnessing innovative
technology to expedite the permitting pro-
cess."

"l applaud President Trump for his ac-
tions to streamline environmental reviews
and permitting processes which will bol-
ster American innovation and grow our
economy. Pillar Three of my Powering the
Great American Comeback Initiative is
permitting reform, cooperative federalism,
and cross-agency partnership and under
President Trump's leadership, EPA will le-
verage technology to maximize efficiency
and maintain the quality of review while
expediting permits for infrastructure
projects. No longer will applicants face
years-long, uncertain, and costly permit-
ting processes. Instead, we will safeguard
our environment and incentivize invest-
ment into our economy creating American
jobs," said Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency Lee Zeldin.

Geet Ramayan brought to life by Rungmunch

Cont’d from page 8

In addition to its cultural significance,
the Ramayan also imparts timeless val-
ues that resonate across generations. The
epic highlights the importance of dharma,
or righteousness, and teaches lessons of
honor, loyalty, duty, and selflessness. It
serves as a guiding beacon for all, re-

minding us to uphold moral conduct and
embody virtuous principles in our daily
lives.

Smita and Madhav Karhade, founders
and artistic directors of Rungmunch in-
spired the audience by speaking of
Rungmunch's dedication to charitable
causes through art and being a bridge for
Indian expats who want to stay rooted in

their traditions, history, and culture.

The evening's event was not only a cel-
ebration of India's rich cultural heritage
but also a powerful reminder of the

Ramayan's enduring relevance. Through
the grand musical presentation, the mes-
sage of unity, duty, and the pursuit of truth
was beautifully.
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Ashfaqg Syed elected to Napervile City Councll

India Post News Service

NAPERVILLE, IL: Ashfaq Syed has
been elected to serve on the Naperville
City Council, becoming the first Indian/
Muslim American to do so and ushering in
a new chapter of inclusive, community-
centered leadership. His win marks the
culmination of a grassroots campaign fu-

eled by hundreds of neighbors, dozens of
volunteers, and a broad coalition of sup-
porters committed to moving Naperville
forward.

"l am deeply honored and humbled by
the trust the people of Naperville have
placed in me," said Syed on election night.
"This victory belongs to all of us-every vol-

New York City honors "father of Indian
democracy" with official day

REENA BHARDWAJ

NEW YORK: New York City has pro-
claimed April 14 as "Dr Bhimrao Ramiji
Ambedkar Day," recognizing the principal
architect of India's Constitution on what
would be his 134th birth anniversary.

Mayor Eric Adams signed the procla-
mation to honor Dr Ambedkar, who is re-
vered globally as a pioneering champion
of human rights and social justice.

The proclamation acknowledges Dr
Ambedkar's enduring
legacy in advancing de-
mocracy, dignity, and
justice for historically
marginalized communi-
ties.

"Dr Ambedkar advo-
cated against exploita-
tion and spent his life
fighting for diversity, eg-
uity, and inclusion, which
have long defined the
five boroughs," Mayor
Adams stated in the
proclamation.

At a celebration in
New York, Minister of

"Dr Ambedkar
advocated against
exploitation and spent
his life fighting for
diversity, equity, and
inclusion, which have
long defined the five
boroughs,"” Mayor
Adams stated in the
proclamation

tion in the NYC Mayor's Office for Interna-
tional Affairs, also spoke about Dr
Ambedkar.

In his remarks, he said, "Dr. Ambedkar
showed us that inclusion is not a favor but
a fundamental right. He taught us to con-
front injustice not with silence but with soli-
darity. His legacy compels us to build
bridges across cultures, amplify the voices
of the oppressed, and challenge the sys-
tems that perpetuate in-
equality, wherever they
may be."

The successful cam-
paign for the New York
proclamation was led by
Deelip Mhaske, presi-
dent of the Foundation
for Human Horizon, who
in 2016 initiated the first
Ambedkar birth anniver-
sary celebration at UN
Headquarters with the
blessing of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"This proclamation is
more than symbolic--it

Social Justice and Em-
powerment Ramdas Athawale said, "His
journey from Columbia to creating the fu-
ture of India shows how New York has nur-
tured the world's greatest minds."

Calling Ambedkar a great leader, he
said that Ambedkar's anniversary will be
celebrated in the United Nations' Office in
New York.

Dilip Chauhan is the Deputy Commis-
sioner for Trade, Investment, and Innova-

is a moral declaration
that positions New York as a global capital
for human rights and justice," Mhaske
said.

"The recognition comes as Dr
Ambedkar's message continues to reso-
nate with contemporary struggles against
inequality worldwide," Mhaske added.

He noted that this initiative "means a lot
for the community and the followers of Dr
Ambedkar." ANI
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unteer who knocked on doors, every sup-
porter who donated, every resident who
believed in the promise of a city that works

Ashfaq Syed

for everyone."

Syed's campaign focused on priorities
that resonated with voters across
Naperville, including sustainable develop-
ment, environmental stewardship, trans-

parent governance, economic resilience,
and investing in public safety and city ser-
vices. As President of the Naperville Pub-
lic Library Board and a long-
time advocate for local
nonprofits like Loaves &
Fishes and 360 Youth Ser-
vices, Syed brought a record
of thoughtful, results-driven
leadership to the race.

"This campaign was
about building a Naperville
that honors its values and
embraces its future. I'm ea-
ger to get to work with my
colleagues on the Council to
implement our shared vision-
and to listen, engage, and
lead with integrity," Syed
added.

He also took time to thank
outgoing council members
and all those who have
served the city before him. "l
stand on the shoulders of
those who have led Naperville with dedi-
cation. I'm grateful for their service and
look forward to working in that same
spirit."

Syed will be sworn in later this spring.
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