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NEW MILESTONE FOR THE INDIAN COMMUNITY

EXTRAVAGANZA ¢

Rakesh Adlakha, Deputy Consulate

General N
Ali Taj, Mayor of Artesia \‘
Kulwant Singh, Consul, Consulate General I.

Los Angeles
Priyanka Tyagi, Deputy Consul, Consulate
General Los Angeles

« Niranjan & Palak Patel « Mahesh & Usha Wadher
« Sanjay & NeetaShah .« Malabar Gold, Jasar
« Krupal & JuhiShukla « Raman Chadda

Presented by Falguniba & Kanaksinh Zala, the sold-out cultural extravaganza drew 3,000
people and featured the celebrated singer praised by PM Shri Narendra Modi. Los Angeles, September 6,
2025 - For the first time ever, Los Angeles withessed the electrifying energy of Purva Mantri Live Dandiya Night,
presented by Falguniba and Kanaksinh Zala. The cultural extravaganza turned into a historic celebration with a

complete sold-out crowd of 3,000 people, marking a new milestone for the Indian community in Southern
California.

The event, held at the Artesia High School Gymnasium, celebrated the
vibrancy of Navratri with one of India’s most dynamic performers, Purva
Mantri. Known for her powerful stage presence and versatility, Purva has
also been praised by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for her artistry.
She captivated the audience with her blend of traditional Garba rhythms
and modern Dandiya flair, bringing the spirit of Gujarat alive in Los Angeles.

The initiative was spearheaded by Kanaksinh Zala, Chairman of the
Indian Association of Los Angeles, Gujarati of North America Co-

Founder, and President of the India Business Alliance of Southern [kt pisi-asmaba i
California, along with Falguniba Zala, Vice President of the Indian

Association of Los Angeles. Together, they envisioned an event that would unite the diaspora through
culture, tradition, and joy — and the overwhelming turnout reflected the success of their vision.

The evening was honored by the presence of distinguished
dignitaries, including Deputy Consulate General Rakesh Adlakha,
Artesia Mayor Ali Taj, Consul Kulwant Singh, and Deputy Consul
Priyanka Tyagi. Their participation underscored the importance of
such cultural celebrations in strengthening community bonds.

The event was made possible with the support of sponsors
including Niranjan & Palak Patel, Sanjay & Neeta Shah, Krupal & Juhi
Shukla, Mahesh & Usha Wadher, Malabar Gold - Jasar, and Raman
Chadda. Hosting duties were carried out with charm and energy by
Manshi Mehra, Vaidehi Zala, and Darshana Zala.

With its resounding success, the Purva Mantri Live Dandiya Night has set a new
benchmark for cultural events in Los Angeles — one that celebrated tradition, created

unity, and left unforgettable memories for all in attendance.
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N. CA diaspora
celebrates 75th
birthday of Modi

) Details on page 22

US again clarifies
Trump's H-1B
proclamation

) Details on page 16

Raveena
Tandon & 'Dad'
Kader Khan

) Details on page 32
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This week's question

Will H-1B holders opt for
countries other than India?

| Last week's result

Will Trump be able to make trade
deal with India?

YES 52% NO 48%
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INDIANS ARE
WELCOME

"Highly skilled Indians are welcome": German Envoy
invites applications to work amid US' H1B Visa row

news. Because a high salary means that Indians are con-
tributing big time to our society and our welfare," he said.

He highlighted that German immigration
policies are not haphazard, taking a dig at
the US, which made the visa process more
complex.

"We believe in hard work and we believe
in giving the best jobs to the best people.
Our migration policy works a bit like a Ger-
man car. It's reliable, it is modern, it is pre-
dictable. It will go in a straight line with no
zigzags.

e

NEW DELHI: German Ambassador to India Philipp

Ackermann welcomed Indian workers in Germany, high-
Ackermann said that Germany stands out

with its stable migration policies and offers

agement, science, and technology. { 1
"This is a good moment to talk about Indi- 2%

ans working in Germany. Indians are among <

the top earners in Germany. The average In- "‘

dian working in Germany earns more than

lighting the country's stable migration policies.
great job opportunities for Indians in IT, man- -~ .
the average German. And that's pretty good

Philipp Ackermann ;
Details on page 10

Union Minister of External Affairs S Jaishankar meets US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, in New York.
(@DrSJaishankarX/ANI Photo) Details on page 12
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N. Cadlifornia diaspora celebrates
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personal injury attorney is a legal

advocate who specializes in rep

resenting individuals who have
been physically or emotionally injured due
to the negligence or wrongdoing of others.
Their primary objective is to ensure victims
receive compensation for their losses, in-
cluding medical expenses, lost wages,
pain and suffering, and more. These
lawyers navigate the complexities of
personal injury law and help their clients
pursue justice in a wide range of sce-
narios such as, but not limited to, car
accidents, slip and falls, dog bites, and
wrongful death matters.

WHAT IS PERSONAL INJURY LAW?

Personal injury law, also known as tort
law, is a legal framework designed to pro-
vide remedies to individuals harmed by
others. It holds people, businesses, and
other entities accountable when their ac-
tions cause harm. The core of personal
injury law is negligence, where a party fails
to act with the level of care that someone
else would have reasonably expected un-
der the same circumstances. This legal
structure allows injured parties to seek
compensation for their losses and dis-
courages future negligent behavior.

TYPES OF PERSONAL INJURY
CASES

Personal injury attorneys handle a variety
of cases, each with its own nuances and
legal challenges. Common types include:

1. Car Accidents: One of the most fre-
quent causes of personal injury claims.
Attorneys help victims prove liability, nego-
tiate with insurance companies, and seek
compensation for damages.

2. Slip and Fall Injuries: These claims
are based on premises liability, which
holds property owners responsible for
maintaining a safe environment. Victims
of unsafe conditions like wet floors or
poorly maintained staircases can seek
damages through these claims.

3. Dog Bites: Being a victim of a dog
bite means suffering from a physical injury
caused by a dog. Beyond the physical
harm, victims can face emotional trauma,
potential infections, and even long-term
scarring or disability. Legally, victims often
have the right to pursue compensation for
medical expenses, lost wages, pain, and
suffering. In California, pet owners are
strictly liable for the actions of their pets.
Being strictly liable for the actions of your
pets means that as a pet owner, you are
legally responsible for any damage or in-
jury your pet causes, regardless of
whether you were negligent.

4. Wrongful Death: When a person
dies due to another's negligence or inten-
tional actions, family members may pur-
sue a wrongful death claim to recover
compensation for funeral expenses, lost
income, and emotional distress.

Advertorial

www.indiapost.com

Anand Desai Law Firm

September 26, 2025

ROLE OF PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEYS

KEY ELEMENTS OF A PERSONAL
INJURY CASE

To win a personal injury case, a few
essential elements must be proven:

* Duty of Care: The defendant owed a
duty to act in a way that would not cause
harm to the plaintiff. For instance, drivers
have a duty to follow traffic laws and avoid
reckless behavior.

 Breach of Duty: It must be shown that
the defendant violated that duty by acting
negligently or intentionally.

*“ Causation: The breach of duty must

ANAND DESAI

viable.

2. Investigation: Attorneys conduct
thorough investigations, collecting evi-
dence such as medical records, police
reports, witness statements, and accident
reconstruction data to support their client's
case.

3. Legal Strategy Development:
Based on the evidence, personal injury
lawyers develop a tailored strategy
aimed at maximizing the client's com-
pensation. This includes determining
whether to negotiate a settlement or take

The core of personal injury law is negligence, where a

party fails to act with the level of care that someone

else would have reasonably expected under the same

circumstances. This legal structure allows injured

parties to seek compensation for their losses and

discourages future negligent behavior

have directly caused the plaintiff's injury. If
a driver runs a red light and hits a pedes-
trian, causation would be clear.

“Damages: The plaintiff must demon-
strate that they suffered tangible losses,
such as medical bills, lost wages, or emo-
tional trauma.

WHAT DO PERSONAL INJURY
ATTORNEYS DO?

1. Case Evaluation: During an initial
consultation, personal injury lawyers as-
sess the strength of a case. They gather
details about the incident, evaluate poten-
tial damages, and determine if the claim is

the case to court.

4. Negotiation with Insurance Com-
panies: Insurance companies often at-
tempt to minimize the amount they pay out
in settlements. Experienced personal in-
jury attorneys are skilled in negotiating with
insurance companies to ensure that their
clients receive fair compensation for their
injuries and losses.

5. Litigation: If negotiations do not re-
sultin a fair settlement, personal injury at-
torneys will file a lawsuit and represent
their clients in court. They present evi-
dence, question witnesses, and make

compelling arguments to persuade the
judge or jury to rule in favor of the injured
party.

6. Support and Guidance: Beyond the
legal work, personal injury attorneys offer
emotional support and advice throughout
the case. They help clients navigate com-
plex legal processes and make informed
decisions at every stage.

WHY HIRE A PERSONAL INJURY
ATTORNEY?

For those unfamiliar with the legal sys-
tem, pursuing a personal injury claim can
be daunting. Personal injury attorneys not
only handle the legal complexities but also
work to ensure their clients receive the
compensation they deserve. They have
extensive experience in dealing with insur-
ance companies, negotiating settlements,
and representing clients in court. Studies
show that individuals who hire personal
injury lawyers are more likely to receive
larger settlements compared to those
who try to handle their claims alone.

COMPENSATION IN PERSONAL IN-
JURY CASES

Compensation in personal injury cases
is designed to make the injured party
"whole" again, to the extent possible. This
can include:

“ Economic Damages: These cover
tangible losses such as medical bills, lost
wages, and property damage.

“Non-Economic Damages: These ad-
dress intangible losses like pain and suf-
fering, emotional distress, and loss of en-
joyment of life.

“ Punitive Damages: In rare cases,
where the defendant's behavior was par-
ticularly egregious, punitive damages may
be awarded to punish the wrongdoer and
discourage similar conduct.

CONCLUSION

Personal injury attorneys are essential
advocates for individuals who have suf-
fered harm due to someone else's negli-
gence. They play a crucial role in ensuring
that victims are fairly compensated for
their injuries and losses, providing both le-
gal expertise and emotional support
throughout the process.

If you or someone you know has been
injured due to negligence, it's essential to
consult with an experienced personal in-
jury lawyer to protect your rights and ex-
plore your legal options.

Call the attorneys at Anand Desai
Law firm and let us navigate the com-
plexities of these matters for you. Visit
us at www.CallDesai.com or
call us at 833-270-7800.



September 26, 2025 IndiaPost 7
www.indiapost.com

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF NATIVE FOODS - NATIVE FOOD STORE.
TRUE HEALTH BEGINS WITH NATURE — NOURISH YOUR BODY, LIVE LONGER, LIVE BETTER.

TRUE HEALTH BEGINS s WWW.
WITH MILLETS ) nativefoedstere®

Cotablished in 2016, Nativefssdstare

INSTANT MILLETS NOODLES

notwe;'eo.d’sftere = 3
WWW.NATIVEFOODSTORE.COM [l - “Tue heal bm?;‘%& E
with: millels 28

,1

IMPORTED & DISTRIBUTED BY:
NIJAY INTERNATIONAL, INC., ANAHEIM, CA 92817

EMAIL: NIJAYINTERNATIONAL@GMAIL.COM




8 India Post September 26, 2025

www.indiapost.com

YOUR ONE STOP
INDIAN GROCERY

BROWN
BAS t-\ll.l“(& ISOII
Mogra =

# INTERNATIONAL

INDIA BAZAAR

FULLERTON, CA DIAMOND BAR, CA TUSTIN, CA
717 S Harbor Blvd, 23367 E Golden Springs Dr, 638 El Camino Real,
Fullerton, CA 92832 Diamond Bar, CA 91765 Tustin, CA 92780

Ph: (714) 870-1242 Ph: (909) 3967411 Ph: (714) 832-4671
Email: indiabazaar01@gmail.com | Email: indiabazaar02@gmail.com | Email: indiabazaarO3@gmail.com

SAN DIEGO, CA Riverside, CA

Akshar Cash N Carry 10120 Indiana Ave,

9520-B, Black Mountain Rd, Riverside, CA 92503

San Diego, CA 92126 Ph: (951) 800—-2008

Ph: (858) 689—2222 Email: indiabazaar04@gmail.com
Email: aksharcashncarry@gmail.com

If you want results, contact us:

LAW OFFICES OF HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.

IMMIGRATION LAW SPECIALIST | Profensionalisn,
H-1B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST Reliability, and
90% PLUS SUCCESS RATE results is our
e Family based * Consular Processing :
Relative petition <+ H-1Bvisa 5 _ : R e S O R SO -
» Fiance’(e)visa  + Intracompany : i e f OVER 48 YEB.RS OI‘ EXPERIENCE
« URVwisa _ transferee o R
* Student visa * Treaty trader/Investor = ] Ten:@13986.7148 6404 Wilshire Blva
. Citizenship : . QﬁlCiICu.i.t Li.ﬁ.g‘a.tion ot e Imaﬂrhmiiﬁ?\gs@‘;isj\io cém ; Los ﬂngsetl‘:: 422[ .5:30.048
* Deportation it
- The quota under employment category is movmg fast for aliens bornin ' ' DIVORCE/ WCATION OF
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada, etc. MARRIAGE
It is possible to process and get a GREEN CARD on the basis of .+ Even without the consent of the other party
~ employment skilled category or professional position within 2 to 3 years. & For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

o is celebrating Diwali 2025 on 6
) ‘ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2025 between 4:30 PM AND 8:30 PM ‘ O
‘ Venue; Tandoor Cuisine of India 1132 E. ‘

Katella Ave, orange CA 92667.
For details, contact: Kamini Khare (714) 280-3774 and Atul Makwan (609) 712-3436
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INDIANS ARE WELCOME

"Highly skilled Indians are welcome": German Envoy invites
applications to work amid US' HIB Visa row

NEW DELHI: German Ambassador to
India Philipp Ackermann welcomed Indian
workers in Germany, highlighting the
country's stable migration policies.

Ackermann said that Germany stands
out with its stable migration policies and
offers great job opportunities for Indians in

means that Indians are contributing big
time to our society and our welfare," he
said.

He highlighted that German immigration
policies are not haphazard, taking a dig at
the US, which made the visa process
more complex.

"This is a good moment to talk about Indians working in

Germany. Indians are among the top earners in Germany.

The average Indian working in Germany earns more than

the average German. And that's pretty good news”

IT, management, science, and technology.

"This is a good moment to talk about
Indians working in Germany. Indians are
among the top earners in Germany. The
average Indian working in Germany earns
more than the average German. And that's
pretty good news. Because a high salary

"We believe in hard work and we be-
lieve in giving the best jobs to the best
people. Our migration policy works a bit
like a German car. It's reliable, it is mod-
ern, itis predictable. It will go in a straight
line with no zigzags. And you don't have to
fear a full break at a top speed. We do not

change our rules fundamentally over time.
Highly skilled Indians are welcome in Ger-
many. If you want to find out what Germany
has to offer, click on the link tree below. I'm
sure you'll find surprising opportunities,”
he said.

The latest move by US President
Donald Trump to revise the H-1B visa fee
to USD 100,000 has expanded protection-
ist barriers against India, according to a
report by Systematix Research.

The report said Trump's decision ex-
tends his anti-India trade offensives be-
yond the merchandise trade deficit and
poses a fresh threat to India's USD 190
billion services export industry.

It stated, "Trump's H-1B Firewall Ex-
pands US Protectionism Against India...
escalate US protectionism, targeting
India's IT sector and threatening its USD
190 billion services export industry."

The White House has defended the
move, arguing that the H-1B visa program

has led to wage suppression and job dis-
placement for American workers.

It cited data showing that the number of
foreign STEM workers in the US more than
doubled from 1.2 million in 2000 to nearly

-
A = -
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German Ambassador to India Philipp
Ackermann

2.5 million in 2019, while overall STEM
employment grew only 44.5 percent in the
same period. AN/

European Union assures India it is reliable’ partner

NEW YORK: European Union's top dip-
lomat Kaja Kallas has assured India that it
is a "reliable" partner working together on
upholding multilateralism during a meeting
with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

Along with Brazil's Minister Mauro Vieira
Juan and Mexico's Foreign Secretary
Ramon de la Fuente, he attended a meet-
ing with EU foreign ministers.

After the meeting, Kallas, whose formal
title is High Representative for Foreign Af-
fairs, posted on X, "The message to our part-
ners was simple: the EU is a reliable actor.
We support multilateralism, free trade and a
world grounded in the UN Charter".

Jaishankar, in his X post on the meet-
ing, said, "Pleased to meet EU Foreign
Ministers at their informal meeting today".

It was "an opportunity to have open ex-
change of views on multilateralism, India-
EU partnership, Ukraine conflict, Gaza,
energy and trade", he wrote.

At a news conference, Kallas said, "The
EU's relations with Brazil, India, and
Mexico are important economically, but
also for Europe protecting the rules-based
international order”.

"Multilateral order is really something
that we all need to defend, and the UN
Charter is at its core", she said.

T

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar poses for a group picture along with Minister of Foreign

Affairs of Brazil Mauro Vieira, Mexican Foreign Minister Juan Ramon de la Fuente, and EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the Vice-President of the European
Commission Kaja Kallas in an informal meeting in New York. (@DrSJaishankar/ANI Photo)

She mentioned the EU's "new blueprint
to deepen ties with India" that was unveiled
last week.

Laying the foundation for long-term ties
between India and the EU, the strategy has
five pillars: trade, investment, technology
and sustainability; defense and security;
connectivity and global issues; and coor-
dination on labor mobility.

Earlier, the EU unveiled a new strategic

agenda to significantly ramp up its engage-
mentwith India in a range of key areas such
as defense, trade, and energy, and to jointly
tackle major global challenges.

The EU said its closer partnership
with India is increasingly becoming vital
in the wake of the shifting geopolitical
realities and that it is prudent for the two
sides to strengthen economic growth
and security. JANS

EAM Jaishankar holds
round of meetings with
foreign ministers of
several countries

UNITED NATIONS: Every year, for-
eign ministers from around the world
converge here for the United Nations
General Assembly's high-level session,
and External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar took the opportunity to catch
up with many of them.

He spent time meeting nearly a
dozen of them individually, discussing a
range of topics from development and
cooperation to Europe's strategy and
the Ukraine conflict.

In addition, there were others who
attended the high-level meeting of 'Like-
Minded Global South Countries' that
Jaishankar convened.

As India and the European Union are
trying to forge closer cooperation, he met
Lars Lokke Rasmussen, the foreign min-
ister of Denmark, who holds the presi-
dency, to discuss India-EU cooperation.

In a post on X, Jaishankar said that
he "valued his (Rasmussen's) insights
on latest developments in Europe and
the Ukraine conflict." JANS
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Both India, US-based firms raised concerns on sufficient
availability of talent: Dhruva Jaishankar on H-1B fee hike

NEW YORK: Executive Director of the
Observer Research Foundation (ORF)
America, Dhruva Jaishankar, said that
both Indian and US-based companies
have expressed concern over the suffi-
cient availability of skilled talent for their
jobs in the wake of recent hikes in H-1B
visa fees by the Trump administration.

Speaking to ANI, Jaishankar highlighted
the challenges posed by evolving US im-
migration policies while emphasizing
India's respect for sovereign decisions.

"India is conscious of the fact that for
any country, the immigration regime tends
to be a sovereign matter, including India's.
In that sense, it's really up to every govern-
ment to design its visa policies,"
Jaishankar said.

He noted that "industry has raised
some concerns about whether it is able to
get sufficient talent for jobs, including In-
dia-based MNCs, but also US-based com-
panies as well."

Jaishankar cautioned against potential
long-term restrictions, referencing a dip in
US favorability in India following Operation
Sindoor, and urged consideration of these

dynamics beyond immediate political pri-
orities.

"Before Operation Sindoor, the negative
opinion of the US in India was actually quite
low. Now it is unclear whether, in the long
term, more and more conditions and re-
strictions will be placed. That's obviously
not something weighing on the Trump
administration's mind, but it is something
to consider," the ORF America Executive

from the previous level of about USD
1,500.

The US State Department also clarified
that the new fee requirement applies only
to individuals or companies filing fresh H-
1B petitions or entering the lottery system
after September 21. Current visa holders
and petitions submitted before that date
remain unaffected.

Under the proclamation, a USD

"India is conscious of the fact that for any country, the

immigration regime tends to be a sovereign matter, includ-

ing India’s. In that sense, it's really up to every govern-

ment to design its visa policies," Jaishankar said

Director said.

Last week, US President Donald Trump
signed a proclamation that will cause a
major overhaul of H-1B visa petitions.

According to the proclamation, there
will now be a USD 100,000 fee for new H-
1B visa applications, a sharp increase

100,000 payment must accompany every
new H-1B visa petition filed after the dead-
line, including entries in the 2026 lottery.
Addressing the 50 percent US tariffs on
India, Jaishankar described the measure
as "unusually high", particularly the addi-
tional 25 percent tariff linked to New

Delhi's purchase of Russian oil. "From
India's point of view, there is a very clear
understanding that the 50 percent tariff is
unusually high and that, particularly, the 25
percent extra tariff that the Trump admin-
istration has imposed for the purchase of
Russian oil needs to be brought down and
that itis having consequences for bilateral
trade and also for the broader environ-
ment," he explained.

He welcomed ongoing efforts to resolve
the issue, noting a shift from "about two
months of a frigid relationship at the top
levels between the US and India" to a more
positive trajectory.

New Delhi is currently facing global un-
certainties due to heightened economic
tensions following the US imposition of a
50 percent tariff on Indian imports, which
was supplemented by an additional 25 per-
cent due to New Delhi's purchase of Rus-
sian crude oil.

On Trump's UNGA address, where he
claimed credit for de-escalating conflicts,
including between India and Pakistan fol-
lowing Operation Sindoor, Jaishankar
clarified India's position. AN/
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After meeting EAM Jaishankar, Marco
Rubio declares India ‘critical’ fo US

NEW YORK: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has
declared that India is of "critical" value to his country and
welcomed its ongoing interaction in trade, according to
the State Department.

After he met with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
"reiterating that India is a relationship of critical importance
to the United States”, Rubio "expressed his appreciation
for the Indian government's continued engagement on a
number of issues including trade, defense, energy, phar-
maceuticals, critical minerals, and other items related to
the bilateral relationship", the Department said in a read-
out of their meeting.

Jaishankar posted on X, "Our conversation covered a
range of bilateral and international issues of current
concern. Agreed on the importance of sustained
engagement to progress on priority areas”

They "agreed the United States and India will continue
working together to promote a free and open Indo-Pacific
region, including through the Quad", it said.

The reaffirmation of India's importance for the US
comes after US President Donald Trump reached out to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to greet him on his 75th
birthday after imposing a total of 50 percent tariffs on India
and weeks of harsh statements about India.

Significantly, the meeting with Jaishankar was the first
official meeting of the day for Rubio, who is making a
round of bilaterals with world leaders here for the high-
level General Assembly session.

Jaishankar posted on X, "Our conversation covered a
range of bilateral and international issues of current con-
cern. Agreed on the importance of sustained engagement
to progress on priority areas".

He added that they would stay in touch.

Before going into the conference room with a table
decked with flowers and flags, they made a cordial ap-
pearance before the media waiting outside and shook
hands, but refused to answer questions.

Later, Jaishankar met with the US ambassador-desig-
nate to India, Sergio Gor.

The State Department said on X, "They look forward to
further promoting the success
of the U.S.-India relationship".

Gor will also be Trump's
Special Envoy for South and
Central Asia.

The appointment of Gor
needs approval by the Senate,
like all ambassadorial posi-
tions.

In another sign of movement in the two countries' at-
tempts to reset their relations, Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal met US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer in
New York to negotiate the first tranche of a trade agree-
ment between the two sides, sources told IANS.

Both sides remain hopeful of reaching an interim un-
derstanding soon, the sources added.

Despite differences on trade and Russian oil pur-
chases, the two nations have strong common interests at
the strategic level, exemplified by the Quad, the four-na-
tion group that also includes Australia and Japan and is
focused on the Indo-Pacific. IANS

/elenskyy says, India

"mostly” with Ukraine

on Kyiv's conflict with Russia

NEW YORK: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
expressed cautious optimism in India's support for
Ukraine in its ongoing conflict with Russia, stating that In-
dia is "mostly" aligned with Kyiv's position, while acknowl-
edging New Delhi's position on energy-related complexi-
ties.

During a recent interview with Fox
News, on the sidelines of the United Na-
tions General Assembly in New York,
Zelenskyy highlighted the need to
strengthen ties with India while address-
ing challenges related to Russian energy
dependencies.

"l think India is mostly with us. We have
these questions with energy, but | think
President Trump can manage it. With the
Europeans make closer and stronger relations with In-
dia," Zelenskyy said.

He emphasized the importance of ensuring India does
not drift away from supporting Ukraine, adding, "l think we
must do everything not to withdraw Indians and they will
eventually change their attitude toward the Russian en-
ergy sector."

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy

He noted, however, that engaging China on this issue
is "more difficult” due to Beijing's historic alignment with
Russian interests.

"With China, it's more difficult because, for now, it's
not in their interest to stop supporting Russia," the Ukrai-
nian president said.

Zelenskyy also praised US President
Donald Trump for his commitment to sup-
porting Ukraine until the conflict's resolu-
tion, underscoring a shared desire for
peace.

"He [Trump] showed that he wants to
support Ukraine till the very end. So now
we understand that we're ready to end this
war as quickly as possible. He wants that,
| want that, and our people want that, but
he understands that Putin doesn't want," he said.

"What surprised me, in a very positive way, is the clear
message from Trump and America that they will stand
with us until the war is over," Zelenskyy added.

He also contrasted this with Russian President
Vladimir Putin's narrative, stating, "Putin knows he is not
winning but still says to everyone that he is winning." AN/

BNP projected to win,
Jamaat poised to rig: Indian
agencies warn of turbulent
polls in Bangladesh

NEW DELHI: Chief advisor to the interim govern-
ment of Bangladesh, Muhammad Yunus, during his
meeting with US special envoy on South Asia Sergio
Gor, ensured that elections in his country would be
free and fair. Yunus said that the elections would be
held in February 2026; the country is fully prepared
for it, he also told Gor.

While Yunus may have assured Gor about the
elections, there is hardly any optimism among the
political class and the people of Bangladesh about
free and fair elections. Reports by the Indian Intelli-
gence agencies say that there is a likelihood of wide-
spread violence ahead of the elections because none
of the parties are confident about the manner in which
the polls would be conducted.

Indian officials say that the problem is with the
Jamaat-e-Islami. There are signals that the Jamaat
would control the election and is capable of even rig-
ging it. While opinion polls in the absence of the
Awami League suggested that the BNP would win the
elections. It, however, indicated that the BNP is un-
likely to form the government on its own and may
need the support of the Jamaat to form the next gov-
ernment.

The ISI, which backs the Jamaat, would, however,
want it to be the senior partner in the government,
and this has created doubts in the minds of people
about how fair the polls would be. The Jamaat has
the backing of Yunus, and they may try and rig the
results.

If the Jamaat feels that it may not be able to rig the
elections, then it, along with the newly formed National
Citizen Party, may push to postpone the elections and
let the current system be in place. The National Citi-
zen Party would back the Jamaat as its members
were part of the July Movement that brought down the
Sheikh Hasina government.

Another reason why many are skeptical about the
elections is due to the results of the Dhaka University
elections held recently. The Jamaat's students' wing,
Islami Chhatra Shibir, won by a landslide. The BNP's
student wing, Chhatra Dal, finished second, but se-
cured less than one-third of the Shibir's vote.

This led to doubts about how fair the elections may
have been. The BNP congratulated the Shibir, but
questioned the transparency of the elections. These
developments clearly show the kind of sentiment in
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh watchers say with the Awami League
out of the picture, the BNP is projected to win. How-
ever, this would be the case only if the elections are
free and fair.

The ISI has been pushing the Jamaat to rig the polls
and become the senior partner. However, if this plan
does not go through, then Pakistan would prefer to
deal with the existing establishment. For Pakistan,
both Yunus and the Jamaat are suitable. Both push
Islamabad's agenda and have also ensured that ties
with India are cold. IANS
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Turkish President Erdogan once again
rakes up Kashmir at UNGA session

NEW YORK: At the 80th session of
UNGA, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan raked up the Kashmir issue, say-
ing that Turkey was 'pleased' with the
ceasefire between India and Pakistan in May.

He said, "We are pleased with the
ceasefire achieved following the tensions
last April between Pakistan and India,
which had escalated into a conflict... The
issue of Kashmir should be resolved on
the basis of the resolutions of the UN, for
the best of our sisters and brothers in
Kashmir, through dialogue, we hope."

Erdogan had supported Pakistan on
Kashmir earlier as well and called for UN
dialogue to address the issue during his
visit to Islamabad, The Express Tribune
reported.

This had drawn criticism from the Min-
istry of External Affairs which had in May
said that it has lodged a strong protest with
the Turkish ambassador.

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, "We reject such objectionable com-
ments on matters that are internal to India.
We have lodged a strong protest with the
Turkish ambassador. Such unwarranted

statements on India's territorial integrity
and sovereignty are unacceptable."
Jaiswal asserted that J-K is anintegral part
of India and mentioned that Pakistan's cross
border terrorism policy against India remains
the biggest threat to the people of UT.
"Jammu and Kashmir are integral parts
of India. It would have been better if
Pakistan's policy of using cross-border

Op Sindoor had decimated terror opera-
tions in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio reaffirmed their commitment
to deepening India-US ties and advancing
a free and open Indo-Pacific region
through the Quad during a meeting on the
sidelines of the United Nations General

"We are pleased with the ceasefire achieved following
the tensions last April between Pakistan and India, which

had escalated into a conflict...

The issue of Kashmir should

be resolved on the basis of the resolutions of the UN, for
the best of our sisters and brothers in Kashmir,
through dialogue, we hope"

terrorism against India, which remains the
biggest threat to the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, has been called out," Jaiswal
said.

Turkey had also supported Pakistan
during India's Anti Terror operation Sindoor.
Pakistani forces had used Turkish made
drones to target Indian installations after

Assembly High-level Week in New York.

The discussions that took place under-
scored the strategic importance of the bi-
lateral relationship and the shared vision
for regional stability. Rubio also conveyed
his gratitude to India for its ongoing involve-
mentin a variety of matters, such as trade,
energy and critical minerals. AN/

Trump reiterates claim
of ending India-Pakistan
conflict in UN address

UNITED NATIONS: US President
Donald Trump recently claimed credit
again for ending the India-Pakistan
conflict, which has been discounted by
New Delhi, while repeating his lament
for not getting the Nobel Peace Prize.

"I ended seven wars, and in all
cases, they were raging, with countless
thousands of people being killed," he
said in a rambling address to the Gen-
eral Assembly's high-level session.

That includes the "violent war that
was Pakistan and India", he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
told Trump in a June phone call that it
was mutually settled between India and
Pakistan without his claimed involve-
ment.

India says that Pakistan's Director
General of Military Operations (DGMO)
Major General Kashif Abdullah called
his Indian counterpart, Lt Gen Rajiv
Ghai, offering a truce. Among the other
wars Trump said he ended was that
between Israel and Iran, although the
hostilities continue, and there is no
peace deal between them. JANS
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India's overall
textile exports to
double by 2030

NEW DELHI: India's overall
textile exports are targeted to
double by 2030, driven by
sustainability initiatives and mar-
ket access under agreements
such as the India-UK Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), the govern-
ment said recently.

A high-level delegation, led by
Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary,
Ministry of Textiles, was in Lon-
don to showcase India's strength

._\\‘

across the textile value chain
and to deepen India-UK trade en-
gagement.

The delegation includes repre-
sentatives of all major Export
Promotion Councils (EPCs) and
leading exporters.

On the first day of the visit, a
series of programs were orga-
nized, including a Textile
Roadshow and sectorial meet-
ings with buyers and sourcing
houses in the handicraft,
handloom and carpet sectors,
according to the Ministry of Tex-
tiles.

India is the fourth largest tex-
tile exporter to the UK. Textile ex-
ports to the UK stood at $2.16 bil-
lion in 2024-25, accounting for
6.6 percent of UK's imports.

During the visit, the Textiles
Secretary underscored India's
ability to serve the UK market
with a unique combination of
heritage craftsmanship, modern
scale, sustainability, and trace-
ability initiatives. ANS
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Jaguar Land Rover extends production
halt until October 1 over cyberattack

For detailed story visit www.indiapost.com

Piyush Goyal highlights India’s talent, clean
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NEW YORK: Union Minister
for Commerce and Industry,
Piyush Goyal has emphasized
India's strength in talent, innova-
tion, and clean energy while ad-
dressing the US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum, days after US
President Donald Trump revised
the H1B visa norms and raised
the annual fee to USD 100,000.

Responding to the concerns
around the steep hike in visa
fees, Goyal said that India contin-
ues to provide solutions for cor-
porations across the world, in-
cluding in the United States, by
leveraging its pool of skilled engi-
neers and graduates.

"We also provide a huge
amount of talent and innovation,
for which Indian engineers and
graduates are famous. That also
provides us an opportunity to pro-
vide solutions for corporations
across the world including in the

T, . 8 _.‘.»:';__

US to support their growth plans,
to focus on new research and
development and new ideas," the
minister said.

He further highlighted that
India's startup ecosystem is
"very vibrant," with several com-
panies emerging with ideas that

energy potential amid US H1B fee hike

ergy potential, Goyal noted that
India is well placed to expand its
clean energy capacity signifi-
cantly over the next five years.
"Collectively today, Indiais in
a sweet spot to expand our clean
energy over the next 5 years, we
hope to grow from over 250 GW

India continues to provide solutions for
corporations across the world, including in the
United States, by leveraging its pool of skilled

engineers and graduates. We also provide a huge
amount of talent and innovation, for which Indian
engineers and graduates are famous

go beyond traditional resources.

According to him, India is wit-
nessing "convenient action,"
which Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had envisioned as early as
2010 when he was Chief Minister
of Gujarat.

Highlighting the country's en-

to 550 GW, and India has a very
high element advantage which
not many countries can offer. We
have an integrated national grid of
500 GW, half of which is renew-
able and offers you much more
resilience and stability," he said.
He pointed out that this grid
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provides socialized demand
management across the country
and presents a unigue advantage
for global investars, especially for
those looking to set up data cen-
ters in India. "That 500 GW will
expand to at least a 1000 GW,”
he added.

The minister also highlighted
nuclear power as another area for
India-US cooperation. He said that
both nations are working to ad-
dress outstanding issues and sup-
port private sector efforts in the
nuclear energy space, including
small modular nuclear reactors.

"India continues to invest in
nuclear power, we would prob-
ably double our nuclear power in
the coming years through gov-
ernment intervention. But, we do
take it on a much bigger scale, it
has had challenges of price, cost
of energy, which will need to be
sorted out," he noted. (ANI/

EU's new strategic agenda sees key role for India in new world order

NEW DELHI: The New Stra-
tegic EU-India Agenda,
launched by the EU on Sep-
tember 17, with greater priori-
ties in trade, investment, tech-
nology and defense, comes
against the backdrop of the dra-
matic geopolitical changes that

have taken place in the world or-
der with Donald Trump taking
over as US President this year.
The new Strategic Agenda
portrays a recognition of today's
altered reality and thus, it at-
tempts to concentrate on three
core imperatives, namely, tech-

nological sovereignty, economic
diversification, and Indo-Pacific
engagement, where each re-
sponds to the lessons of the past
and the demands of the present
times, according to an article in
India Narrative.

First, the Agenda explicitly puts

emphasis on technological sover-
eignty, a notion that has risen to the
forefront of the EU's strategic think-
ing. It identifies specific areas such
as semiconductors, artificial intelli-
gence, quantum computing, and
defense technology as domains
where the EU and India must work

together, the article points out.
The submarine deal under
Project 75(1) already demonstrates
what this can look like in practice,
as nota one-way arms transaction
but a partnership based on tech-
nology transfer, coproduction,
and capacity building. IANS
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India now has 9 felecom security
testing laboratories for IP routers

NEW DELHI: In a boost to the telecom security-testing
ecosystem, the government recently designated one
more telecom security-testing laboratory for security test-
ing of IP routers.

The National Centre for Communication Security
(NCCS), under Department of Telecommunications, des-
ignated Noida-based Compliance International as a

Telecom Security Testing Laboratory (TSTL), for testing
IP routers under the Communication Security Certifica-
tion (ComSec) scheme.

With this addition, the number of designated TSTLs in
India has increased to nine.

These TSTLs are spread across Karnataka, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra.

These laboratories provide pan-India access, enabling

faster and more cost-effective compliance testing for
OEMs, importers, and service providers, closer to their
business hubs, according to the Ministry of Communica-
tions.

The designated laboratories are authorized to conduct
security testing for 27 categories of telecommunication
equipment, which includes IP Routers, Wi-Fi CPEs, Opti-
cal Line Terminals (OLTs), Optical
Network Terminals (ONTs), and 23
Network functions of the 5G Core.

Security testing of multiple telecom
products is already underway in these
labs. A complete list of designated
laboratories and the equipment cat-
egories assigned to them is available
on the NCCS portal, according to the
ministry.

This latest addition marks another
step toward realizing the
Government's vision of making Indian
a global hub for telecom security test-
ing and certification.

NCCS has been mandated to
operationalize the framework of secu-
rity testing and certification for the
telecom/ICT products in India under
the ComSec scheme.

This scheme falls under broader
'Mandatory Testing and Certification of Telecom Equip-
ment (MTCTE)', rules notified in September 2017 with
security testing as one of the technical regulations.

The scheme mandates every OEM/importer/dealer
who wishes to sell, import or use any telecom equipment
in India, shall have to get their equipment security tested
and certified under this scheme, according to the minis-
try. IANS

India's semi-urban and rural areas recorded robust
growth in retail credit during April-June

MUMBAI: Demand for retail credit in India's semi-urban
and rural regions continued to rise in April-June this year,
reflecting the higher level of consumption even as overall
credit demand in the
country from younger
consumers (aged 18-
35) declined during
the quarter, accord-
ing to a TransUnion
CIBIL report released
24 September.

The recent RBI in-
terest rate cuts com-
bined with the reduc-
tion in Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rates and increased demand due to
the upcoming festive season, are expected to boost con-
sumer spending and stimulate lending momentum, the
report states.

According to the credit market report, the growth in loan

originations for younger consumers slowed to 6 percent
in the quarter under study, compared to 9 percent in the
same period last year.

This slowdown
was cushioned to
some extent by a ro-
bust 9 percent year-
on-year growth in
loan origination vol-
umes from rural and
semi-urban regions,
reflecting stable con-
sumption patterns
outside metro areas.

The most signifi-
cant growth in rural and semi-urban regions, by 15 per-
cent year-on-year, was in personal loans which was more
than the growth rate than those seen for other leading
products in these geographies such as gold loans (7 per-
cent) and consumer durable loans (9 percent) IANS

Govt's startup accelerator
WaveX launches 7 new
incubators to support
gaming, XR startups

NEW DELHI: Start-up accelerator platform WaveX
will establish seven new incubation centers across
India, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
said.

These centers will support startups in animation,
visual effects, gaming, comics (AVGC), and extended
reality (XR).

The new centers will be established at the Indian
Institute of Mass Communication campuses in Delhi,
Jammu, Dhenkanal (Odisha), Kottayam (Kerala),
and Amravati (Maharashtra), along with the Film and
Television Institute of India in Pune and the Satyaijit
Ray Film and Television Institute in Kolkata.

The new centers were launched in addition to the
existing facility at the Indian Institute of Creative Tech-
nologies (IICT) in Mumbai.

The centers will provide startups with access to
advanced production, post-production, and game
development editing and testing through IICT, FTII,
SRFTI, and other partner incubators.

The Ministry informed that each center would
choose 15 startups for its inaugural cohort.

Monthly fees are fixed at Rs 8,500 plus GST, with
priority given to ventures in media, entertainment,
AVGC, and XR.

These facilities enable startups to design, develop,
and validate content in film, gaming, and immersive
media at global standards, the Ministry said.

The flagship IICT Incubator in Mumbai is equipped
with world-class infrastructure, and provides ad-
vanced equipment and infrastructure, featuring an 8K
Red Raptor Vista Vision camera, 4K HDR preview
theatre with Dolby Atmos, high-performance
Alienware workstations, state-of-the-art virtual pro-
duction stage with LED walls, photogrammetry sys-
tems, professional sound and color-mix theatres, 4K
HDR edit suites, VR testing kits, and the latest gam-
ing consoles.

Startups can access resources both on-site and
through digital platforms.

Further, the selected startups will get access to
incubation facilities, industry connections, govern-
ment connections (both central and state, funding
support, sales and marketing mentorship, etc.

Applications are now open at
wavex.wavesbazaar.com. IANS
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Former X executive
defends H-1B
workers, slams anti-
immigrant posts on X

SAN FRANCISCO: Former X
(earlier Twitter) executive Esther
Crawford has hit back at anti-im-
migrant rhetoric on X, saying the
platform itself survived because
of H-1B engineers, many from In-
dia and China, who worked tire-
lessly during the company's
takeover period.

Crawford, who served as Di-
rector of Product Management
during the company's takeover
and rebranding as X, said that the
platform survived because of the
H-1B engineers from India and
China after the takeover, as they
worked long hours during critical
times.

"Twitter/X survived because of
H-1B engineers, mostly from In-
dia & China. They stayed after
the acquisition, worked long
hours and solved brutally com-
plex problems alongside Ameri-
can colleagues. When posting
anti-immigrant takes, remember:
they're the reason you can tweet
at all," she wrote on X.

Her remarks come after US
President Donald Trump's recent
H-1B visa proclamation imposed
a $100,000 fee on new H-1B visa
applications.

Meanwhile, the US Secretary
of Commerce defended the
Trump administration's latest im-
migration measures and
slammed the US Former Presi-
dent Joe Biden for the influx of
large numbers of "illegal aliens in
America". AN/
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Under the proclamation,
a $100,000 payment
must accompany every
new H-1B visa petition
filed after the deadline,
including entries in the
2026 lottery

A 4

US again clarifies Trump's H-1B proclamation,
says existing visa holders not impacted

WASHINGTON, DC: The US
State Department offered more
clarity on President Donald
Trump's H-1B visa proclamation,
which has triggered panic across
the tech industry and among In-
dian professionals living in
America on the visa.

The department debunked
several false claims circulating
after Trump signed the order last
week. The US State Department
stressed that the new H-1B rules
"do not apply to any previously
issued H-1B visas, or any peti-
tions submitted prior to 12:01 am
Eastern Daylight Time on Sep-
tember 21, 2025."

Clarifying further, the State
Department said the new fee re-
quirement applies only to indi-
viduals or companies filing fresh
H-1B petitions or entering the lot-
tery system after September 21.
Current visa holders and peti-
tions submitted before that date
remain unaffected.

Under the proclamation, a
$100,000 payment must accom-
pany every new H-1B visa peti-
tion filed after the deadline, in-
cluding entries in the 2026 lottery.

AR

President Donald Trump

New fee requirement applies only to individu-
als or companies filing fresh H-1B petitions or
entering the lottery system after September 21.
Current visa holders and petitions submitted
before that date remain unaffected

The order also authorizes the
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and the State Department to
coordinate all necessary mea-
sures for implementation.
Guidance has already been
issued by the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services, US Cus-
toms and Border Protection, and

the Department of State to en-
sure consistent enforcement
across agencies, as per the
statement issued by the Depart-
ment of State.

The statement also empha-
sized that the proclamation does
not alter fees for H-1B renewals
and does not restrict existing visa

"Also impacting American companies, they would've huge issues":
MCCIA DG Prashant Girbane on HIB visa fee hike

PUNE: Prashant Girbane, Director General of the Mahratta Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries and Agriculture (MCCIA), recently said,
the steep hike in H-1B visa sponsorship fees an-
nounced by the US will affect not just Indian IT

companies but also American tech giants.

"It is going to impact only the fresh applica-
tions, first of all. It's not just impacting Indian IT
companies. It's also impacting American compa-
nies like Amazon, Google, Apple, and Tesla. They
would have huge issues," Girbane told ANI.

The reaction follows the US administration's
recent increase in H-1B sponsorship fees to
USD 100,000, a move that has sparked sharp

responses from India and industry stakeholders.
Citing examples, Girbane pointed out that Indian talent has been

v

h"

Prashant Girbane

central to many global innovations, including major projects at Tesla

and the development of ChatGPT.

"Hey, look at it this way, Tesla is one of the
major manufacturing plants being run by some-

body who studied at Pune, COEP, and is running
it. Chat GPT 4.0 was done by somebody who
studied in Pune and went on an H1B. And there

are many such individuals from India who are

wo

remarked.

helping American companies do that, thanks to
the H1B visa. Are we going to lose? Possibly a
bit. Are they going to lose? Of course yes," he

Girbane also stressed that the development is

an opportunity for Indian manufacturers to "focus
on quality" standards and reduce dependency on imports. AN/

holders from travelling in and out
of the United States.

Looking ahead, the US admin-
istration plans additional reforms
to the program.

These include a Department
of Labor rulemaking to raise pre-
vailing wage levels and a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security initia-
tive to prioritize high-paid, high-
skilled applicants in the H-1B lot-
tery over lower-wage candidates.

Additional changes are under
consideration and expected to be
announced in the coming
months, the State Department
confirmed.

Earlier speaking to ANI, a se-
nior US Administration official
said that individuals currently
holding H-1B visas, including
those visiting India or abroad,
don't need to rush back to the US
or pay the steep $100,000 fee.

"Those who are visiting or
leaving the country, or visiting In-
dia, don't need to rush back be-
fore 21 September or pay the
$100,000 fee. $100,000 is only
for new and not current existing
holders," the official told ANI.

Earlier, the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
clarified that the USD 100,000
fee on H-1B visa applications will
only apply to the new applicants
and not to the petitions submitted
prior to September 21.

"This proclamation only ap-
plies prospectively to petitions
that have not yet been filed. The
proclamation does not apply to
aliens who: are the beneficiaries
of petitions that were filed prior to
the effective date of the procla-
mation, are the beneficiaries of
currently approved petitions, or
are in possession of validly is-
sued H-1B non-immigrant visas,"
Joseph B Edlow, Director of
USCIS, clarified in a memoran-
dum on Saturday (Sept 20). AN/
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H-1B visa fee hike will reduce India’s brain
drain: Mkt & Banking expert Ajay Bagga

NEW DELHI: The United States' decision to impose a
steep increase in H-1B visa fees has triggered concerns
across Indian industries.

But banking and market expert Ajay Bagga has a differ-
ent view. Speaking with ANI, Bagga said that the USD
1,00,000 fee for the H1B visa will check the brain drain
from India. "Brain drain will reduce, and India will have to
find other avenues or productively use these people. This
will be an objective for the govt too," he said.

"There are approximately 16,000 Indian-origin doctors
working in rural areas in the US. Wide regions in the US
are benefiting from H-1B visas," Bagga noted.

"There are approximately 16,000 Indian-origin doctors
working in rural areas in the US. Wide regions in the US
are benefiting from H-1B visas. In the IT sector, major
companies employ between 5,000 and 10,000 workers
on H-1B visas. "They will try to outsource those works, "

He added that in the IT sector, major companies em-
ploy between 5,000 and 10,000 workers on H-1B visas.
"They will try to outsource those works," he said, pointing
to likely shifts in business models.

Bagga also noted that the impact will not be limited to
the information technology (IT) sector alone. "There is
an impact. Not only in the IT sector, there are also
healthcare, doctors, nurses and other financial ser-
vices companies," he said, pointing to the wide base of
sectors that depend on foreign skilled workers.

US President Donald Trump had announced a proc-
lamation imposing a USD 100,000 annual fee on H-1B
visa applications.

Bagga underlined the economic burden such a fee
would impose if the policy continues at its announced
pace. "If from next year the run rate of granting H-1B
visas is the same, then there are about 14 billion dol-
lars of extra costs, which the profit pools might not be
there for those companies," he said.

The move, the US administration explained, is aimed
at reducing what it sees as overuse of the program and
ensuring that only "highly skilled" workers are brought
in from overseas. Officials believe the fee hike will cre-
ate and protect jobs for American workers.

"Beneficiaries of this rule will be offshore centers like

Ajay Bagga

Vancouver and other nearby countries," Bagga noted,
as firms look for cost-effective alternatives to manage
their operations.

Earlier, US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
had elaborated on the change during a press call, say-
ing the measure was part of a strategy to discourage
the use of the visa for positions considered to be train-
ing roles.

The current costs for processing H-1B visas usually
run into a few thousand dollars, meaning the sudden
jump to USD 100,000 marks a significant shift. Compa-
nies will be required to pay this in addition to the existing
vetting charges. AN/

Higher H1B visa fee will have minimal near term
impact on Indian IT companies: Morgan Stanley

NEW DELHI: The new H-1B visa fee regulation in the
United States, though prima facie looks negative, but it
will have minimal near-term implications for Indian IT com-
panies, while medium-term challenges
could emerge in the form of higher
costs and the need for greater localiza-
tion, noted a research report by Morgan
Stanley.

"We see limited near term implica-
tions on business given it is only appli-
cable on a prospective basis hence un-
likely impacting near-term travel plans
or ramps of existing projects due to
staffing issues" noted the report

US President Donald Trump has
signed a proclamation requiring a pay-
ment of USD 100,000 to supplement H-

"We see limited near
term implications on
business given it is only
applicable on a pro-
spective basis hence
unlikely impacting
near-term travel plans
or ramps of existing
projects due to
staffing issues”

meaning it will not impact existing visa holders or peti-
tions already approved.

The research highlighted that Indian IT firms, which
account for nearly 70 percent of all H-
1B visas issued annually, may face a
higher cost structure over the next 3-6
years as renewals come up. The fee,
applicable per petition typically valid for
three years, extendable by another
three, could create incremental ex-
penses.

Morgan Stanley's estimates suggest
that the gross impact on earnings be-
fore interest and taxes (EBIT) margins
could range between 10 to 120 basis
points, translating into a 0.5 percent to
8.5 percent drag on EBIT. However, with

1B petitions for new applications, effec-
tive from September 21 for a 12-month period, unless
extended. The new rule however, applies prospectively,

mitigants like offshoring and pricing re-
negotiations, the netimpact could be contained to about
50 basis points, or 3-4 percent of EBIT. AN/

US' state California bans
masks for immigration
agents during operations

CALIFORNIA: California Governor Gavin Newsom
has announced that he has signed a package of laws
aimed at protecting immigrants in the US state, with
the No Secret Police Act being a first-in-the-nation
measure that prohibits officers from wearing masks.

Speaking at a high school in Los Angeles recently,
Newsom said he signed five bills into law. The No Se-
cret Police Act broadly bars federal and local law en-
forcement officers from wearing face masks while
performing their duties.

Newsom also signed a bill requiring state and fed-
eral law enforcement officers to identify themselves
by displaying their badge numbers or names while on
duty, unless working undercover, reports Xinhua news
agency.

The other three bills signed September 20 restrict
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) access
to schools and daycare facilities, ban hospitals and
health care providers from sharing sensitive informa-
tion or allowing agents to enter emergency rooms with-
out a warrant,
and require fam-
ily notification
when agents ap-
pear on school
campuses.

“It's like a
dystopian sci-fi
movie," Newsom
said at the event.
"Unmarked cars,
people in
masks, people
quite literally dis-
appearing."

"No due pro-
cess, no rights.
Immigrants have
rights, and we have the right to stand up and push
back," he added.

This law package was signed during US President
Donald Trump's wide-ranging deportation program.
The governor later posted on X that the new laws were
"a direct response” to Trump's "lawless immigration
raids and arrests in California."

California Democrats began drafting the immigra-
tion-related bills soon after Trump took office this
January. Their efforts intensified after aggressive im-
migration crackdowns in Southern California sparked
weeks of protests in Los Angeles and led to a National
Guard deployment,

"All of this legislative resistance is to protect Ange-
lenos from their own federal government. That is pro-
found," Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said at the
event, where she joined Newsom and other local
Democratic leaders.

ICE has faced criticism from residents and com-
munities in California for allowing agents to wear face-
covering masks and plain clothes, citing threats to of-
ficers and their families. JANS

Newsom also signed
a bill requiring state
and federal law en-
forcement officers to
identify themselves by
displaying their badge
numbers or names
while on duty, unless
working undercover,
reports Xinhua news
agency
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Domestic investors
buy record Rs 5.3
lakh crore worth
equities in 2025

NEW DELHI: Even with a
quarter remaining in 2025, do-
mestic institutional investors
have net bought a record Rs 5.3
lakh crore of equities, surpassing
the full-year total of Rs 5.22 lakh
crore in 2024, according to the
stock exchange data.

Mutual funds were the largest
driver of this buying spree, pur-
chasing Rs 3.65 lakh crore, aided
by monthly SIP inflows of more
than Rs 25,000 crore, while their
cash holdings remained elevated
at Rs 1.98 lakh crore in August.

Insurance companies and
pension funds added more than
Rs 1 lakh crore, with the remain-
der coming from portfolio man-
agers, alternative funds, banks,
and other institutions.

But analysts suggest that
early signs of slowdown in mo-
mentum are emerging as market
returns stagnate and global
headwinds weigh on sentiment.

Despite robust inflows from
Dlls, Indian equities have lagged
global peers, with the Sensex
having gained just 2 percent and
the Nifty 4 percent in 2025 in dol-
lar terms, compared with double-
digit advances in major Asian and
Western markets.

Market onlookers doubt the
sustainability of mutual fund in-
flows even as equity fund inflows
were Rs 33,430 crore in August
and Rs 42,702 crore in July. IANS
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Development Bank (ADB) signed a $125 million loan
agreement to support the upgradation of urban services
in six district headquarters and Guwahati in Assam.
According to an official statement, the loan agree-
ment for the Assam Urban Sector Development Project
was signed by Juhi Mukherjee, Joint Secretary, Depart-

| Government of Indiaq, LSRG |
| ADB sign $125 million loan  Eiy bl S
| agreement to improve W
| urban services in Assam e 1
: NEW DELHI: The Government of India and the Asian
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|

ment of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. AN/

GST rate cuts to boost housing,
construction sectors

NEW DELHI: The GST rate
reductions on key construction
materials and services are ex-
pected to make housing more af-
fordable, reduce infrastructure
costs, and create more employ-
ment opportunities, according toan
official statementissued recently.

The reforms are fully aligned
with the national mission of
Housing for All, and will also sup-
port flagship initiatives such as
Smart Cities, metro projects, and
other urban and rural infrastruc-
ture developments by lowering
input costs. Additionally, they are
set to encourage greater private
investment in the construction
sector, the statement said.

As part of the GST 2.0 re-
forms, the tax rate on cement
has been reduced from 28 per-
cent to 18 percent, which cuts
costs that form 15-20 percent of
total building expenses and

nearly 11 percent of overall con-
struction costs.

The reduction in GST on par-
ticle boards from 12 percentto 5
percent will benefit MSME-driven
clusters and promote eco-
friendly jute-based housing solu-
tions. Similarly, the reduction in
the GST rate on marble & granite

blocks from 12 percent to 5 per-
cent will result in lowering floor-
ing and finishing costs while sus-
taining lakhs of jobs in stone-pro-
ducing states.

The tax rate has also been re-
duced on job work for bricks &
sand lime bricks from 12 percent
to 5 percent, reducing small

NEW DELHI: The Goods
and Services Tax (GST) ex-
emption on health and life insur-
ance will make protection af-
fordable, accessible and at-
tractive for Indian families.

Speaking about the reform,
Amit Chhabra, Chief Business
Officer at Policybazaar, told AN,
"For the customers, it is an ex-
tremely beneficial move be-
cause they are getting an 18 per-
cent instant discount on health
insurance and life insurance."

Chhabra said the
government's decision will not
only reduce costs but also help
in increasing awareness. "l

would feel that the other impor-
tant aspectis that the awareness
will significantly go up now. Govt
has come out and endorsed that
there is no GST now on health

GST exemption on insurance will make protection
affordable, affractive for families: Experts

Chhabra added that the
change is expected to encour-
age more people to opt for finan-
cial protection. "So, the aware-
ness will go up, and more & more

"For the customers, it is an extremely
beneficial move because they are getting an
18 percent instant discount on health
insurance and life insurance"

insurance and life insurance. |
feel this is an extremely positive
move because the Govt is say-
ing that it is a mandatory product
and it must be bought by every
citizen of the country," he said.

people will buy health insurance
and life insurance," he noted.
Balachander Sekhar, Co-
founder & CEO of RenewBuy,
said that by removing the 18 per-
cent GST burden, the govern-

ment has made protection
more affordable, accessible,
and attractive for millions of
households.

"With GST now reduced to
nil, the exemption on all indi-
vidual life and health insurance
policies will significantly bring
down costs for families, espe-
cially seniors, making insur-
ance more affordable and ac-
cessible. Similarly, the removal
of GST on individual life insur-
ance policies--including term
life, ULIP, or endowment poli-
cies--will boost insurance pen-
etration, particularly among
first-time buyers. AN/

house construction costs and
supporting MSME-operated brick
kilns. Besides, the GST has been
cut on effluent treatment ser-
vices from 12 percent to 5 per-
cent, which will encourage CETP
adoption, green jobs, and sus-
tainable waste management, the
statement added.

The Centre is advancing the
goal of "Housing for All" through
two flagship schemes. Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban
(PMAY-U), launched in 2015, pro-
vides pucca houses to eligible
beneficiaries from the EWS, LIG,
and MIG categories, as well as
slum dwellers. PMAY-Grameen,
introduced in 2016, aims to pro-
vide pucca houses with basic
amenities to houseless house-
holds and those living in kutcha
or dilapidated homes in rural ar-
eas. Both schemes are imple-
mented in convergence with ini-
tiatives like Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion, Saubhagya, and Ujjwala
Yojana, ensuring beneficiaries
also have access to toilets, elec-
tricity, and clean cooking fuel.
This integrated approach pro-
motes affordable housing while
improving the overall quality of
life. IANS
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Sapkota Realty
Built on Trust, Driven by Results!

Trusted by 100s of families, individuals and
businesses for buying, selling, and investing
in Southern California real estate.

What We Do:

Buying, Selling, and Investing
From dream homes to high-return
investments - we guide you every step of the way.

Commercial Real Estate
Helping you secure the right business for
your success.

Experts in Southern California Real Estate
Local knowledge. Strategic execution.
Proven results.

Multilingual Service SU ren SOpkOtQ
We speak Hindi, Nepali and more - to better CEQO/Broker. Dre 01965507
serve our diverse community SOpkOtO’ Reolty Inc

18500 Pioneer Blvd, Unit 202,
4 Artesia, CA 90701, USA
) Direct - (714) 709-1586 & Tel - (562) 419-1741
Email: suren@saopkotarealty.com
Website: www.sapkotarealty.com

Based in Artesia, CA | Let us help you open the door to your real estate dreams
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Now is the time: Why buyers have the
advantage in today's market

Falling interest rates, motivated sellers, and increased inventory are creating the
perfect opportunity for families and individuals to secure their dream home

n today's ever-changing housing market, many people

wonder whether they should wait or take the step to

ward homeownership now. While it's natural to feel
uncertain about timing, current market conditions show
that now is one of the best opportunities in recent years to
purchase a home. Buyers who act today are putting them-
selves in a strong position to secure both short-term sav-
ings and long-term financial growth.

Interest Rates Are Coming Down

One of the most compelling reasons to consider buy-
ing now is the trend in interest rates. After a period of in-
creases, rates are beginning to ease. Even a small re-
duction in rates can significantly lower monthly mortgage
payments and increase a buyer's purchasing power. Act-
ing now allows buyers to lock in more favorable terms
before demand inevitably rises again.

More Homes to Choose From

Another advantage buyers currently enjoy is increased
inventory. With more homes on the market, there's a
greater selection across neighborhoods, price ranges,
and home styles. This gives buyers the ability to find a
property that not only fits their budget but also meets their
family's lifestyle needs. In contrast, when inventory is low,
buyers often have to compromise or settle for less than
they hoped for.

BIBEK BHATTARAI

|
Suren
Sapkota

Motivated Sellers Creating Opportunities

In many areas, sellers are motivated to close deals
more quickly. This creates opportunities for buyers to ne-
gotiate not only on price but also on closing costs, re-
pairs, and other terms. In a competitive market, sellers
hold most of the power, but today's conditions are creat-
ing more balance and giving buyers a real seat at the ne-
gotiating table.

Real Estate as a Long-Term Investment

Beyond short-term market trends, real estate remains
one of the most reliable long-term investments. Histori-
cally, home values appreciate over time, building equity
for homeowners and creating a foundation for wealth. By
purchasing now, buyers are putting themselves in posi-
tion to benefit from appreciation in the years to come.

Stability and Equity for Families and Individuals
Perhaps one of the most important reasons to buy a
home is the stability and sense of belonging it brings.
Renting often feels uncertain, with rising rents and the
possibility of needing to move. Owning a home creates
consistency for families while allowing them to build eg-
uity instead of paying toward someone else's mortgage.

The Bottom Line

There may never be a "perfect” time to buy, but the
current market offers unique advantages for buyers who
are ready to make their move. Lowering interest rates,
greater inventory, and more favorable negotiating condi-
tions all point to this being a smart time to act.

Atthe end of the day, the best time to buy is when the
right home is available for you and your family. With
today's opportunities, waiting could mean missing out on
both financial savings and the chance to secure your
dream home.

Why is investing in a second home a smart decision for NRIs?

HARINI BALASUBRAMANIAN

mong the numerous investment avenues, real
estate has been one of the most preferred
hoices for non-resident Indians (NRIs). The
share of NRI investment in property purchases in India
has increased from around 10% to nearly 20% in the
past decade, as per industry reports. Further, there has
been a growing preference by NRIs for luxury homes,
which also double up as vacation homes or second
homes. Many NRIs look towards India for investments,
and buying a property helps them stay close to their
roots and secure a place to retire if required. In this
guide, we explore the key benefits for NRIs planning to
investin a second home in India.
Benefits for NRIs investing in second homes
1. Scope for high capital appreciation
Investing in a second home can be a profitable in-
vestment. Buying a property offers scope for price ap-
preciation in the long term. Developing areas typically
see an increase in property value over time compared to
developed areas. Thus, some tier 2 cities are showing
significant growth potential. Owing to the robust infra-
structure development in these cities, there are strong
chances of property prices increasing in the future. Fur-
ther, capital appreciation is also influenced by other fac-

tors such as a rise in demand for housing due to popula-
tion growth, economic growth and employment opportu-
nities.

Cities such as Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, Pune and Banga-
lore are some popular destinations for luxury property in-
vestments, witnessing a rising demand from NRI inves-
tors. Their strategic location advantages and infrastruc-
ture growth present opportunities for significant capital
appreciation in the luxury housing segment.

2. Opportunities to earn steady rental income

One of the top reasons why second home investments

have become popular is the rental income opportunities
they offer. Renting out a second home can help NRIs
have a steady source of passive income, which can
help build funds for retirement. Moreover, second homes
can be an excellent option for both long-term and short-
term rentals. Locations close to employment hubs pro-
vide opportunities to earn long-term rentals, typically six
months or longer, owing to the steady demand from ten-
ants. www.housing.com

For detailed story visit www.indiapost.com
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Kareena Kapoor Khan launches 2 flagship showrooms of
Malabar Gold & Diamonds in UK at Birmingham & Southall

Malabar Gold & Diamonds continues its global expansion spree

o
O LAAR

MALABAR =

GOLD & DIAMONDS

Bollywood actress & brand ambassador of Malabar Gold & Diamonds, Kareena Kapoor Khan, inaugurating the 2 flagship showrooms of the brand in UK, at Birmingham and Southall, in the presence

of Mr. M.P. Ahammad, Chairman of Malabar Group; Mr. Abdul Salam K.P, Vice Chairman of Malabar Group; Mr. Shamlal Ahamed, MD -

International Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds; Mr. A K

Faisal, Group Executive Director; other directors and senior management team members from Malabar Gold & Diamonds, community leaders, valued customers, and well-wishers

alabar Gold & Diamonds, the

world's 5th largest jewelry re

tailer with over 400 showrooms
across 13 countries, has proudly ex-
panded its UK footprint with the launch of
their 2 new flagship showrooms at Bir-
mingham & Southall. Acclaimed Bollywood
actress & brand ambassador of Malabar
Gold & Diamonds, Kareena Kapoor Khan
inaugurated the showrooms, marking a
significant milestone in the brand's grow-
ing influence in the international jeweler
sector.

Mr. M.P. Ahammad, Chairman of
Malabar Group; Mr. Abdul Salam K.P, Vice
Chairman of Malabar Group; Mr. Shamlal
Ahamed, MD - International Operations,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds; Mr. AK Faisal,

retail presence of 4 showrooms & more in
the pipeline, these openings not only
strengthen our presence in the UK but also
reinforce our mission of being among the
most preferred jeweler retailer in the glo-
bal market. | extend my heartfelt gratitude
to our customers, shareholders, and team
members for sharing in our vision & plac-
ing their trust in us."

The newly opened flagship showrooms
of Malabar Gold & Diamonds in Birming-
ham & Southall are designed to be a com-
plete luxury destination, offering jeweler
lovers access to over 30,000 designs in
18K, 22K Gold, Diamond, and Precious
gems, representing over 25 exclusive col-
lections from Malabar Gold & Diamonds'
vast design portfolio. Specialized services

such as customized
jewelry designing facili-

Group Executive Director; other directors
and senior management team members
from Malabar Gold & Diamonds, commu-
nity leaders, valued customers, and well-
wishers were present for the occasion.
Commenting on the launch, Mr. M.P
Ahammed, Chairman of Malabar Group,
said: "UK is an integral link in our global
growth journey in the west, and we are de-
lighted to celebrate this new milestone with
the launch of our flagship showrooms in
Birmingham and Southall. With the current

ties & exclusive bridal
designs are also avail-
able. Spanning 5,700+
sq.ft, the Birmingham
showroom is the
brand's largest outlet in
the UK.

Mr. Abdul Salam K.P,
Vice Chairman of
Malabar Group, said:
"Our uncompromising
approach towards
transparent and respon-
sible sourcing under-
lines every showroom we open across the
international markets. From sourcing con-
flict-free, certified diamonds and respon-
sibly mined gold to ensuring ethical labor
practices, Malabar Gold & Diamonds con-
tinues to set standards in the global jew-
eler sector. The UK marks the beginning
of our consistent growth strategy across
Europe, with further launches planned in
key cities across the continent."

With these new additions, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds now proudly operates 4

showrooms across the United Kingdom-
at Birmingham, Leicester, Southall, and
Green Street (London).

Mr. Shamlal Ahamed, MD-International
Operations, Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
stated: "The United Kingdom is home to a
vibrant South Asian diaspora and a global
hub for arts, fashion, and business. By
expanding our retail presence in the coun-
try with the launch of Birmingham &
Southall showrooms, we have positioned
ourselves closer to our customers, ensur-

ing easier access to our timeless artistry
and trusted services. The resounding suc-
cess of the inaugural event with Kareena
& the massive crowds that gathered for
the same reflect the trust & admiration our
brand enjoys in the UK. Looking ahead,
our future expansion plans in the UK in-
clude opening showrooms in Manchester
and a third showroom in London. Beyond
the UK, we will also be marking our entry

into Ireland and France."
Cont'd on page 25
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m Desi News
Family of
Telangana techie

demands justice

HYDERABAD: Family of a 30-
year-old techie from Telangana
who was shot dead by the police
in the United States after he al-
legedly stabbed his roommate
with a knife earlier this month,
has alleged racial discrimination
and demanded justice.

Mohammed Nizamuddin,
from  Mahabubnagar in
Telangana, was shot dead by po-
lice in California on September 3,
but the family received the infor-
mation only on Thursday, Sep-
tember 18.

The youth was shot after he
allegedly stabbed his roommate
with a knife at his residence in
Santa Clara. He was shifted to a
local hospital, where he later
succumbed. The victim was also
admitted to the hospital for treat-
ment of injuries he suffered in
stabbing.

According to the Santa Clara
Police, an argument between
Nizamuddin and his roommate
had escalated, leading to the
stabbing. The police said they
responded to a 911 call about a
stabbing incident inside the
house.

Details on page 24
|

Trump party
leader’s 'False

Hindu God' remark

WASHINGTON: A Texas Re-
publican leader has stirred con-
troversy over remarks he made
about a 90-foot statue of Lord
Hanuman, installed in Sugar
Land, Texas, known as the
'Statue of Union', which stands
on the premises of the Shri
Ashtalakshmi Temple and is one
of the tallest Hindu monuments
inthe US.

Alexander Duncan, a Republi-
can figure in Texas and reportedly
affiliated with the party of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, took to so-
cial media platform X to voice his
objection to the statue.

"Why are we allowing a false
statue of a false Hindu God to be
here in Texas? We are a CHRIS-
TIAN nation," Duncan wrote,
sharing a video of the statue.

Details on page 25
[ |
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Indian Diaspora in Northern California celébro’res
/5th birthday of Prime Minister Narendra Modi

India Post News Service

he Indian Diaspora in

Northern California cel-

ebrated a vibrant and
memorable event on Wednes-
day, September 17, 2025, mark-
ing two significant occasions -
the 75th birthday of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Telangana
Liberation Day with more than
125 guests, including community
leaders, professionals, and fami-
lies from across the Bay Area.

The evening commenced with
Deep Prajwalan and Ganesh
Vandana, setting a devotional
and unifying tone under the
theme *"A Tribute to Leadership,
Freedom, and Unity."* The pro-
gram featured cultural perfor-
mances, heartfelt tributes, and
engaging presentations that
highlighted both Prime Minister
Modi's remarkable journey and
the historic significance of
Telangana's liberation from

Nizam rule in 1948.

Guests enjoyed a traditional
dinner and joined in a ceremonial
cake-cutting to celebrate the Prime
Minister's milestone birthday. The
atmosphere reflected pride, grati-
tude, and a shared commitment to
unity and leadership.

Distinguished community lead-
ers and representatives from
several organizations graced the
occasion, including Sujata and
Ram Joshi, Suresh Deopura

(HSS), Anil Surpur (Yoga Bharti),
Satish Chandra Vale, Manisha

Shah (FOG/A4H),
Sachindranath, Gaurav
Patwardhan, Bharat Goli,

Ayyanar, Rajesh, Janmejai, and
Bimal from OFBJP.

Meticulously planned and
smoothly executed, the celebra-
tion left a lasting impression on
attendees, reinforcing cultural
pride and collective spirit within
the community.
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Commencement of Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji's 60th year

to be celebrated as 'Festival of Bliss' in the Poconos

A 3-day celebration honoring the Shrimad Rajchandra Mission Dharampur
across the globe

Pujya Gurudevshri offering BAPS' Mahant Swami Maharaj best wishes on His birth
anniversary in September 2022 in Dharampur

EAST STROUDSBURG, PA: The
Shrimad Rajchandra Spiritual Center
(SRSC), USA, is hosting the Festival of
Bliss, a momentous private event from
September 26 to 28, which mirrors the
immersive retreats of major spiritual orga-
nizations.

Attendees will participate in meditation,
yoga, mindfulness, and spiritual growth
workshops, all curated to facilitate har-
mony between the mind, body, soul, and
the surrounding natural environment.
These experiences are designed not just
for personal enrichment but to inspire par-
ticipants to give back and engage with the
broader Poconos community.

Nestled in the Pocono Mountains of
Pennsylvania, the Shrimad Rajchandra
Spiritual Center (SRSC) is a 400-acre
wellness and community center designed
to pramote healthy living, reflection, and
service, Envisioned by Pujya Gurudevshri
Rakeshiji, a spiritual luminary and humani-
tarian, SRSC will be a welcoming space
for people of all backgrounds to recharge,
learn practical tools for self-improvement,
and connect with nature, while contribut-

J 1

ing positively to the local community and
economy.

Event Highlights

The thoughtfully curated Festival of
Bliss will feature:

Daily Spiritual Discourses by Pujya
Gurudevshri Rakeshji - llluminating talks
that inspire inner transformation.

Pujya Gurudevshri with PM Modi - at launch in
2017 of commemorative stamps and coins
honoring Shrimad Rajchandraji's 150th Birth

Anniversary at Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad

Devotional Music - Soulful performances
by the renowned Sachin-Jigar duo.

Mega Humanitarian Camp - Hands-on
initiative bridging gaps in healthcare and
packing meals for the underserved.

Lakeside Ceremonies, Yoga, and Medi-
tation - Opportunities to reconnect with
nature and the self.

Nature Walks - Exploring SRSC's lake
and serene forest frails.

Atmarpit Diksha ceremony - Sacred ini-
tiation to a life of spiritual pursuit under the
Guru's guidance.

About Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshiji

A spiritual visionary, humanitarian, and
global peace ambassador, Pujya
Gurudevshri Rakeshji has guided seekers
worldwide on the path of Self-Realization.
The founder of Shrimad Rajchandra Mis-
sion Dharampur (SRMD) draws inspira-
tion from his spiritual Master, Shrimad
Rajchandraji, who is well-known as Ma-
hatma Gandhi's spiritual mentor. Pujya
Gurudevshri's universal message empha-
sizes cultivating self awareness, living
with compassion, and serving others self-
lessly. He has led thousands of dis-
courses and meditation retreats and ad-
dressed international forums across the
globe.

His humanitarian vision has inspired
Shrimad Rajchandra Love and Care

(SRLC), a holistic initiative, active across
all continents, offering health care, hu-
manitarian care, women care, child care,
education care, animal welfare, and envi-
ronmental programs. In 2023, Pujya
Gurudevshri was awarded an Honorary
Doctor of Divinity by Claremont School of
Theology, Los Angeles for his contribu-
tions to spirituality and selfless service.

About Shrimad Rajchandra Love and
Care (SRLC)

Guided by Pujya Gurudevshri, SRLC
offers a comprehensive, 360-degree ho-
listic program dedicated to the welfare of
humans, animals, and the environment. It
is powered by genuine empathy, love and
care of highly motivated volunteers serv-
ing selflessly. Awarded special consulta-
tive status by the United Nations
ECOSOC, SRLC has impacted millions
worldwide. Recently, SRLC's Mission Af-
rica was launched to address hunger, pov-
erty, and unemployment in 16 nations of
the continent.

For more details and registration infor-
mation, please check out: srmd.org/festi-
val-of-bliss
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Family of Telangana techie shot dead by
US Police demands justice

HYDERABAD: Family of a 30-year-old
techie from Telangana who was shot dead
by the police in the United States after he
allegedly stabbed his roommate with a
knife earlier this month, has alleged racial
discrimination and demanded justice.

Mohammed Nizamuddin, from
Mahabubnagar in Telangana, was shot
dead by police in California on September
3, but the family received the information
only on Thursday, September 18.

The youth was shot after he allegedly
stabbed his roommate with a knife at his
residence in Santa Clara. He was shifted
to a local hospital, where he later suc-
cumbed. The victim was also admitted to
the hospital for treatment of injuries he suf-
fered in stabbing.

According to the Santa Clara Police, an
argument between Nizamuddin and his
roommate had escalated, leading to the
stabbing. The police said they responded
to a 911 call about a stabbing incident in-
side the house.

Nizamuddin's family, however, claimed
that it was he who called the police for help
before being shot.

Nizamuddin had pursued post-gradua-

tion in Computer Science at a college in
Florida and was working at a tech firm in
Santa Clara, California.

According to Nizamuddin's family, he
was a quiet and religious person, and had
even publicly raised complaints of racial
harassment, wage fraud and wrongful ter-
mination from the job.

According to the family, 15 days before
being shot dead, he had posted on
LinkedIn how he was being harassed on

racial discrimination, racial harassment,
torture, wage fraud, wrongful termination
and obstruction of Justice. Enough is
enough, white supremacy/racist white
American mentality has to end," the techie
had posted on LinkedIn.

The family demanded a thorough probe
into the allegations and the circum-
stances that led to his death.

Nizamuddin's father, Mohammed
Hasnuddin, wrote to Minister of External

Mohammed Nizamuddin, from Mahabubnagar in

Telangana, was shot dead by police in California on

September 3, but the family received the information

only on Thursday, September 18

racial grounds and not being paid a proper
salary, and the company where he was
working, despite removing him, had hired
a detective to watch his movements. The
family claimed that the roommate who
was quarrelling with him frequently was
the same detective.

"l have been a victim of racial hatred,

Affairs S. Jaishankar that they do not
know why he was shot dead by police. He
requested that the mortal remains of his
son be transported to India.

Majlis Bachao Tehreek spokesperson
Amjed Ullah Khan met Nizamuddin's
family in Mahabubnagar. Khan urged
EAM Jaishankar to request the Embassy

of India in Washington, D.C., and the
Consulate General in San Francisco to
provide a detailed report on the matter
and help with repatriation and related for-
malities.

According to Nizamuddin's family, he
went to the US in 2015 to do a Master's in
Computer Science from Florida Institute
of Technology, and after completing his
studies, he joined the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission in 2017 and later
SOCH Company from September 2018
to April 2021. Later, he got a job at Google
(EPAM Systems) and was staying in
company-provided accommodation.

Hasnuddin alleged that his son was
murdered in cold blood by Santa Clara
police. He demanded a thorough probe by
the Indian and the US governments.

Claiming that his son had called police
for help when he was being attacked by
the roommate, Hasnuddin asked how
Santa Clara police say that his son was
an attacker.

The family said they had not seen
Nizamuddin for the last 10 years. They
wanted his mortal remains to be brought
back as soon as possible. [ANS
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DA's Office makes PSA urging vigilance
during Hindu-American festival season

The Santa Clara County District
Attorney's Office has produced a
video Public Service Announcement in-
tended to keep those celebrating the
Hindu-American festival season safe.

The video stars two prosecutors,
Sandip Patel and Shanthi Rajagopalan,
reminiscing about their own festival sea-
son experiences. They ask the community
to be vigilant and to call 911 if they suspect
or see any potential crimes.

There has been opportunistic crime
aimed at the Hindu-American community
during festivals such as Diwali.

"My Office will prosecute and hold ac-

countable those who attack or target the
Hindu community," DA Jeff Rosen said.
"We are here for you. | wish you a safe
festival season filled with light, laughter,
and love."

In 2022, the DA's Office successfully
prosecuted a man for hate crimes after he
we went on a violent two-month crime
spree targeting at least 14 South Asian
women and tearing jewelry off their necks.

Last year, the Office charged a man for
a series of Hindu temple break-ins. In one
instance, he broke into a temple in Sunny-
vale three times and stole more than
$40,000 in donations.

To advertise in India Post for
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
please contact

RIYAZ KHAN: (562) 881- 5342
or Email: riyaz@indiapost.com
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Kareena Kapoor Khan launches 2 flagship showrooms of
Malabar Gold & Diamonds in UK at Birmingham & Southall

Cont'd from page 21

Both showrooms house ex-
tensive bridal collections along
with ornaments for daily wear,
work wear, and festive occa-
sions. With a wide product range
in 18K, 22K gold, diamonds, and
precious gemstones, the show-
rooms cater to varied customer
preferences, from those seeking
timeless heirloom pieces to
millennials looking for contempo-
rary, lightweight designs. Every
purchase from Malabar Gold &
Diamonds is also covered under
the "Malabar Promise" of incom-
parable quality & service assur-
ance. The Malabar Promise in-
cludes 100% value on diamond
& gold exchange, guaranteed
buyback, hallmarked jeweler, ex-
clusive usage of tested & certi-
fied natural diamonds, assured

lifetime maintenance and more.
ESG (Environmental, Social &
Governance) initiatives have
been the primary commitment of
Malabar Group since its inception
in 1993, with 5% of net profits set

meals are distributed daily
across 170 locations, including 3
schools in the African country of
Zambia.

In India alone, the group has
established 716 micro learning

Both showrooms house extensive bridal

collections along with ornaments for daily

wear, work wear, and festive occasions. With

a wide product range in 18K, 22K gold,

diamonds, and precious gemstones

aside towards such initiatives in
each country of operations. The
key focus is in the areas of
Health, Hunger Free World,
Housing, Education, Women
Empowerment & Environment.
As part of the group's Hunger
Free World initiative, over 70,000

centers, enrolling more than
32,000 underprivileged children,
many of whom transition into for-
mal schooling. Additionally,
Malabar Group has awarded
more than 115,000 scholarships
to female students, supporting
their academic journey and em-

Trump party leader's 'False Hindu God' remark
on Texas Hanuman statue sparks outrage

WASHINGTON: A Texas Re-
publican leader has stirred con-
troversy over remarks he made
about a 90-foot statue of Lord
Hanuman, installed in Sugar
Land, Texas, known as the
'Statue of Union', which stands
on the premises of the Shri
Ashtalakshmi Temple and is one
of the tallest Hindu monuments

cited the Bible's Exodus 20:3-4,
writing: "You must not have any
other god but me. You must not
make for yourself an idol of any
kind or an image of anything in
the heavens or on the earth or in
the sea."

Duncan's remarks drew
sharp criticism on social media
and from religious freedom advo-

"Why are we allowing a false statue of a false

Hindu God to be here in Texas? We are a
CHRISTIAN nation," Duncan wrote,
sharing a video of the statue

in the US.

Alexander Duncan, a Republi-
can figure in Texas and reportedly
affiliated with the party of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, took to so-
cial media platform X to voice his
objection to the statue.

"Why are we allowing a false
statue of a false Hindu God to be
here in Texas? We are a CHRIS-
TIAN nation," Duncan wrote,
sharing a video of the statue.

In a follow-up post, Duncan

cates. The Hindu American
Foundation (HAF) denounced the
comments as "anti-Hindu and in-
flammatory", and called on the
Republican Party of Texas to take
disciplinary action.

In a public statement directed
at the state party, HAF wrote:
"Hello @TexasGOP, will you be
disciplining your senate candi-
date from your party who openly
contravenes your own guidelines
against discrimination-displaying

some pretty sordid anti-Hindu
hate-not to mention disrespect
for the 1st Amendment's Estab-
lishment Clause?"

Supporters of religious free-
dom and interfaith respect also
chimed in. One X user, Jordan
Crowder, responded:

"Just because you're not
Hindu, doesn't make it false. The
Vedas were written almost 2000
years before Jesus walked the
earth and are extraordinary texts.
And there's obvious influences
on Christianity...so it would be
wise to honor and research the
‘religion’ that predates and influ-
ences yours."

The Statue of Union, unveiled
in 2024, is a tribute to Lord
Hanuman and was envisioned by
Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swamiji, a
prominent spiritual leader. The
statue is not only a symbol of de-
vation but also of unity, harmony,
and inclusiveness, core tenets of
the Hindu faith. It is currently the
third-tallest statue in the United
States and has drawn interest
from both the Indian-American
diaspora and interfaith groups.
IANS

powering the next generation of
women leaders.

The company also runs the
"Grandma Home" project, provid-
ing accommeodation for needy
and destitute women. With sev-
eral such initiatives already in
place, the company's long-term
goal is to ensure its global suc-
cess benefits local communities
wherever it operates.

About Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
was established in 1993 and is
the flagship company of Malabar
Group, a leading diversified In-
dian business conglomerate.

With an annual turnover of
$7.36 billion, the company cur-
rently ranks as the 5th largest
jeweler retailer globally and to-
day has a strong retail network
of over 400 showrooms spread
across 13 countries in addition
to multiple offices, design cen-
ters, wholesale units, and fac-
tories spread across India,
Middle East, Far East, the USA,
the UK, Canada & Australia.
The group, owned by more than
4,000 shareholders, has more
than 25,000 professionals from
over 26 countries working to-

wards its continued success.
Malabar Gold & Diamonds also
features an online store
www.malabargoldand
diamonds.com providing cus-
tomers the opportunity to pur-
chase their favorite jewelry at
any time and on any day from
the comfort of their homes.

The group also operates
MGD - Lifestyle Jewelry, a retail
concept offering trendy and
lightweight jeweler that repre-
sents the independent and the
modern woman through its de-
signs and collections.

ESG (Environmental, Social
& Governance) has been the
primary commitment of the
group since its inception. The
key ESG focus areas of Malabar
Group are Health, Housing,
Hunger Free World, Education,
Environment and Women em-
powerment. Integrating the
principles of responsibility and
sustainability into its core busi-
ness, Malabar Group periodi-
cally strengthens its ESG goals
to remain a socially conscious
and responsible organization.
The group contributes 5% of its
profit to such initiatives in the
same country of operation.
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Turnkey Business Opportunity in a High-Traffic Areal

« Specializing in Indian -Asian Groceries, Snacks,

Spices & Sweets

« Features a Hot Food Counter & Sweets Counter
» Produce Display Case Included

¢+ Inventory Valued Over $200,000 - INCLUDED!
» Approx. 1,600 sq. ft. - Clean, Organized, and

Well-Maintained

» Prime Location with Excellent Visibility (Just Off

Archibald Ave Exit)

+ Established & Loyal Customer Base
« Owner is Retiring & Relocating Overseas
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Walk in and start running
your own business immediately!
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Serious Inquiries Only, Please

Location: Ontario, California (Archibald Ave Exit)

Contact: asiabazaarfoods@gmail.com
Phone: 909-532-8671
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Gujarat to host over
8,000 Ayurvedic
camps and health
workshops

AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat
government has announced that
more than 8,000 Ayurvedic health
camps and medical workshops
will be organized across the state
in the coming year, focusing on
women's and children's health,
geriatric care, and lifestyle-re-
lated diseases.

The initiative is being under-
taken under Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and Health Min-
ister Rushikesh Patel through the
state's AYUSH division.

The announcement coincides
with a "triveni sangam" of health-
related initiatives -- Swasth Nari,
Sashakt Parivar (Healthy
Women, Empowered Families),
National Nutrition Month, and Na-
tional Ayurveda Day.

National Ayurveda Day is ob-
served every year on September
23, the autumnal equinox, when
day and night are nearly equal,
symbolizing balance between
mind, body, and senses -- a core
principle of Ayurveda.

The Ministry of AYUSH, under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership, uses this occasion to
promote awareness about
Ayurveda's holistic health ben-
efits.

As part of the Centre's
health-focused programs, the
"Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar"
campaign is being celebrated
from September 17 (PM Modi's
birthday) to October 2 (Ma-
hatma Gandhi Jayanti), with a
special emphasis on maternal
and child nutrition. JANS
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One can be said to be perfectly healthy in body and mind only if no part of the body or mind makes itself felt. A part
makes itself felf only when there is something wrong with it. You know that you have a head only when if aches.
Sri Atmananda (1883 - 1959)
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India, US armies now join hands to boost defense
medical and sfrategic cooperation

NEW DELHI: Apart from the
recently conducted joint military
exercises between the armed

forces of India and the US, senior
Indian army officers arrived in
America to study the medical fa-
cilities of the US military and
boost defense medical coopera-
tion and strategic cooperation
between the two countries, Min-
istry of Defense officials said.
Taking to its official X account,
the Ministry of Defense said: "A
delegation of #AFMS officers, led
by @dgafms_mod Surg Vice
Adm Arti Sarin, visited US Armed
Forces Medical Facilities in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii. During the visit,
the team engaged in staff-level
talks, shared best practices in
Military, Marine, and Aviation
Medicine, and explored ways to
enhance medical participation in
bilateral exercises between India

and the US. The visit strength-
ened defense medical coopera-
tion and strategic collaboration."

During this visit to the US,
special discussions were held on
marine medicine and aviation
medicine.

Marine medicine is for Naval
personnel deployed at the sea
while aviation medicine proves
helpful for experts deployed in the

Forces Medical Services
(AFMS), led by Director General
and Surgeon Vice Admiral Arti

Sarin, has arrived in the US.

The Indian delegation is in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii, on a study tour of
US Armed Forces medical facili-
ties.

During the visit, the Indian del-
egation held military staff-level
talks with the US defense medi-

Marine medicine is for Naval personnel
deployed at the sea while aviation medicine

proves helpful for experts deployed in the Air
Force, astronauts and other such missions

Air Force, astronauts and other
such missions.

According to the Ministry of
Defense, a delegation of senior
officers of the Indian Armed

cal officials.

The talks between the two
countries shared the best prac-
tices in specialized areas such
as military medicine, marine

10th National Ayurveda Day: Ancient medical
fradition can help build healthy society

NEW DELHI: The ancient
medical tradition of ayurveda can
help build a healthy and bal-
anced society, said Union Minis-
ter of State (Independent
Charge) for Ayush Prataprao
Jadhav on the 10th National
Ayurveda Day on 23 September.

Ayurveda Day was earlier
celebrated on Dhanteras every
year, in honor of Lord
Dhanwantari, the physician of

the gods. The date, based on the
lunar calendar, used to vary ev-
ery year. Hence, the Ministry of
Ayush designated September
23 as Ayurveda Day, giving the
ancient knowledge system a
universal calendar identity and
enabling greater participation at
the global level.

"Heartfelt congratulations on
the 10th National Ayurveda Day!"
Jadhav shared in a post on the

social media platform X.

"Let us resolve on this occa-
sion to contribute to building a
healthy, balanced, and aware
society by bringing our ancient
medical tradition, Ayurveda, to
every individual," he added.

The theme for this year is
"Ayurveda for People & Planet”
and emphasizes that Ayurveda
is not just a healthcare system,
but a science rooted in the prin-

ciple of harmony between the
individual and the environment.

"Traditional systems offer
sustainable health-care solu-
tions for climate change and
lifestyle diseases," the MoS
said on X, while sharing his
media article about the grow-
ing relevance of traditional
medicine.

In the article, he highlighted
how India's traditional medi-
cine sector witnessed a re-
markable transformation -- ex-
panding nearly eightfold in less
than 10 years. JANS

medicine and aviation medicine.
Besides, the issue of increas-
ing medical cooperation in bilat-

eral military exercises between
the two countries was also dis-
cussed in detail.

The Ministry of Defense said
the delegation inspected US mili-
tary medical installations and
gained an in-depth understand-
ing of the state-of-the-art medical
infrastructure, emergency medi-
cal care, and medical manage-
ment of troops during deploy-
ment.

The Indian delegation also
shared its experiences and prac-
tices, which further strengthened
mutual understanding and trust
between the two countries in this
area.

On this occasion, senior army
officials acknowledged that co-
operation between India and the
US in the defense medical sec-
tor is not only important for the
health security of the security
personnel but also provides a
new direction to the strategic
partnership between the two
countries.

The Ministry of Defense de-
scribed the visit as an important
step towards deepening and
broadening defense medical co-
operation.

Recently, a major military ex-
ercise "Yudh Abhyas 2025' has
been successfully conducted be-
tween the armies of India and the
US inAlaska, which concluded on
September 14. JANS
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GST 2.0 to make healthcare more
affordable, accessible: Experts

NEW DELHI: Medical devices and pharma industry
experts have lauded the implementation of revised tax
rates under GST 2.0, noting that it will make healthcare
more affordable and accessible.

Early this month, the GST Council reduced the GST
on medical devices to 5 percent from 12 percent.

In a post on social media platform X, the Association of
Indian Medical Device Industry
(AiMeD) called it a transfor-
mative step towards a _ ~
healthier, stronger, and ( ) \
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

"Thank you, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Ji, for reducing GST on
medical devices from
12 percent to 5 per-
cent, making them more

affordable for every citizen," i

the post read.

"This landmark reform will lower treatment costs
and expand access to essential healthcare technologies
across India," it added.

AiMeD also pledged to pass on "the benefits, ensuring
affordable, high-quality, made in India devices for patients,
hospitals, and labs nationwide".

With the GST rationalization, most medicines, earlier
taxed at 12 percent, will now attract just 5 percent GST.
In addition, 36 critical life-saving drugs for cancer, ge-
netic and rare diseases, and cardiovascular conditions
have been fully exempted (0 GST). The GST Council has
also rationalized tax slabs on health and life insurance
premiums, glucometers, and corrective spectacles.
Sudarshan Jain, Secretary Gen-
eral, Indian Pharmaceutical Alli-
- Ty ance (IPA), noted that the
move will deliver direct sav-
ings to patients, easing
the burden on families.
"These measures
mark a transforma-
tive shift in India's
healthcare landscape,
delivering direct savings to pa-
tients, easing the burden on families,
improving access to essential care, and
strengthening healthcare security," Jain said
He added that the IPA, representing 23 leading re-
search-driven companies, "is fully committed to ensuring
these benefits reach citizens swiftly and transparently,
advancing our mission of affordable and accessible
healthcare for all". IANS

Why integrating perinatal
mental health in national
programs is important

NEW DELHI: There is an urgent need to integrate
perinatal maternal mental health into national pro-
grams to help fight postpartum depression, anxiety
and other such conditions among new mothers, said
health experts recently.

According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), worldwide, about 10 percent of pregnant
women and 13 percent of women who have just given
birth experience a mental disorder, primarily depres-
sion.

India has more than 25 million births per year, but
most women with mental health problems during
pregnancy and one year after birth (the "perinatal pe-
riod") go undetected and untreated, especially in rural
areas.

A recent systematic review among perinatal
women in India found that the prevalence rates for
perinatal depression ranged from 14-24 percent in
community-based studies, while some meta-analy-
ses reported a pooled estimate of around 22 percent
for postpartum depression.

Although maternal mortality in India has reduced
by over 50 percent since the early 2000s to 97 deaths
per 100,000, maternal suicide constitutes an increas-
ing proportion of maternal deaths. Arecent report in
Kerala estimated that maternal suicide accounted for
nearly one in five maternal deaths in 2020. JANS
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CAPTURING THE ESSENCE OF TODAY'S
FASHION LANDSCAPE, THE PLATFORM
EMBODIED THE NEXT GENERATION OF INDIAN
AND GLOBAL STYLE. FROM GLIMMERING

GOWNS AND SHARP TAILORING TO FEARLESS
EXPERIMENTS THAT BROKE THE MOLD,

THE NIGHT REDEFINED THE NARRATIVE

OF STYLE AND ELEGANCE
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L Elle Style Awards 2025
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NEW DELHI: The second edi-
tion of Elle Style Awards 2025 - a
celebration of fashion, creativity,
and culture bejeweled the red
carpet at The Leela Palace New
Delhi on September 6, 2025. The
soiree was a living showcase of
innovation, authenticity, and fear-
less individuality graced by an
esteemed jury of fashion leaders,
industry stalwarts, and a dynamic
blend of nominees.

Capturing the essence of
today's fashion landscape, the
platform embodied the next gen-
eration of Indian and global style.
From glimmering gowns and

sharp tailoring to fearless experi-
ments that broke the mold, the
night redefined the narrative of
style and elegance.

From screen icons to daring
new voices, the winners' circle
was nothing short of iconic:

ELLE Global Impact in De-
sign: Rahul Mishra

Rahul Mishra, known for
weaving couture as poetry, has
taken Indian artistry across the
world. This year, his breathtaking
couture show 'Becoming Love' at
Paris Fashion Week captivated
the audience and cemented his
global impact as a true visionary.

His intricately hand-embroidered
creations support Indian artisans
while resonating with interna-
tional aesthetics, making him the
natural recipient of the ELLE Glo-
bal Impact in Design award.

ELLE Designer of the Year,
Male: David Abraham, Rakesh
Thakore & Kevin Nigli

As the visionaries behind
Abraham & Thakore, David
Abraham, Rakesh Thakore, and
Kevin Nigli have redefined quiet
luxury for India. With their
minimalist yet deeply rooted de-
signs, they offer thoughtful, rel-
evant, and timeless collections

"CULTURAL FUSION AT ITS FINEST": AR RAHMAN TEASES

|
|
COLLABORATION WITH JAPANESE BOY BAND "JOI I
|
|

MUMBAI: Music legend AR
Rahman has teased an upcom-
ing collaboration with popular
Japanese boy band JO1.

The Oscar-winning singer-
composer took his Instagram
handle and shared a picture with
JO1 members Mame and Shosei
at his Mumbai studio.

While details surrounding their
projects remain under wraps,
Rahman promises "cultural fu-
sion atits finest."

"This picture screams cultural
fusion at its finest! @official_jo1
members #Mame and #Shosei
met with the legendary
#ARRahman at his studio in
Mumbai, Certainly a collaboration
we can all look forward to," the
caption stated.

The Japanese boy band re-
cently arrived in India in a bid to
represent the group in the city and
is set to experience Mumbai's vi-
brant culture and energy.

The group is composed of
eleven members: Issei Mamehara,
Ren Kawashiri, Takumi Kawanishi, |
Shosei Ohira, Shion Tsurubo, Ruki |
Shiroiwa, Keigo Sato, Syoya |
Kimata, Junki Kono, Sukai |
Kinjo, and Sho Yonashiro. |

While in the city, the members |
are scheduled to meet with key per- |
sonalities from the entertainment |
and cultural sectors, reinforcing |
JO1's role as ambassadors of |
modern Japanese pop. AN/ |

that combine textile narratives
with subtle elegance.

ELLE Designer of the Year,
Female: Mriga Kapadia and

Amrit Kumar,
NorBlackNorWhite

Founded by Mriga Kapadia
and Amrit Kumar,

NorBlackNorWhite has never
been just about clothing; it's
about storytelling, identity, and
pushing boundaries. With their
fearless approach to color, craft,
and culture, their label is a sym-
bol of rebellion and joy. The bold
prints and vibrant palettes show-
case a playful yet deeply rooted
vision of Indian fashion that reso-
nates worldwide. The designer
duo recently collaborated with
Nike, strengthening their place as
cultural disruptors.

ELLE Creator of Icons:
Karan Torani

Building a design language

el
' _‘&u aymawuw
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Fer mare sformeocn skow & clasyes contant:

ﬂhM BH-A'FH-AEAR

Cusses Arubinbie w Sunryval, Wein Creek & $an Jose
Tel: (510) 7909254 = Cell: (510) 4686929 + website: wwwalkabhatnagar.com

embedded in nostalgia,
storytelling, and unapologetic
emotion, Karan Torani's cre-
ations often weave reminis-
cences of home, heritage, and
soul that feel deeply personal yet
universally resonant.

ELLE Photographer of the
Year: Pranoy Sarkar

Renowned for his distinctive vi-
sual narratives, Pranoy Sarkar
blends fashion with fine art that en-
capsulates the emotional intensity
behind the lens. From editorial
spreads to campaigns, his photogra-
phy is a symbol of imeless elegance
and fearless experimentation.

(ADVERTORIAL DIS-
CLAIMER: The above press re-
lease has been provided by
PNN. AN! and India Post will not
be responsible in any way for the
content of the same)

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com
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MATA AMRITANANDAMAYI

ne American woman living in
Amritapuri asked, "Amma, what
sort of attitude and understanding should
one have to the various experiences one
undergoes during meditation?"

Amma told the woman
that such experiences arise
out ofinnocence. And that al-
though one can take encour-
agement from such experi-
ences, they should not be
given much importance.

Because of one's inno-
cence one may have such
experiences; one may feel motherly love,
see divine lights or feel a cool breeze...
But you should go beyond all such expe-
riences. You are on the path to realizing
your oneness with God, with the Self.
While traveling on a path, we see many
things around us. But if we stop to see
these things and forget our goal, we may
never reach the goal.

All experiences are at the level of the
mind and that the goal of spiritual life is
to go beyond the mind. Ultimately such
experiences are much like dreams and,

Mata Amritanandamayi

When people get hung up on the pursuit
of experiences, they often squander their
entire lives wandering from place to
place looking for places where the "en-
ergy feels good."

Others fall victim to spiritual entrepre-
neurs, who charge, say, $5000, to turn
one into an avatar. "With the
$5000, they say you can be-
come an avatar after a three-
week course. But without the
money, it won't happen." In
search for newness, for new
experiences, people go and
follow all these things.

Charging money for
teaching meditation is like a mother ask-
ing her child for payment for breast milk.

Infact, liberation is not something one can
be given; it must come from within. Ifthe an-
cient sages had to do austerities for ages in
order to realize that state, how then could
one getitjust by paying some money?

When we eat sugar, we experience
the sweetness. But we still are different
from the sugar. We shouldn't be an
experiencer, we should become That,
we should become the sugar, we should
become the sweetness.

Goal of spiritual life is to go
beyond the mind

It is dangerous to focus on and pursue
mystic experiences

as such, they should only be given the
same importance as a dream.

The real important thing is the control
we have over our mind. If someone be-
comes angry at us, we should not react
and become angry also. We should re-
flect, Whom am | becoming angry at?' In
such situations we should remember
that itis all the Atma, the Supreme Self.
We should think, 'The consciousness
that is within me is within that person
also. Can consciousness become an-
gry? And if all is one, to whom can it ex-
press its anger?' We should give more
importance to the Self and not the body.

The Guru's role in such experiences is
like a mirror, reflecting whatever mental
shortcomings one has. When you find your-
self reacting in a negative way to different
situations, you should contemplate upon the
workings of your own mind, remind yourself
of the Goal, and then rectify your behaviour.
We should take every situation that comes
in life as an opportunity to learn.

It is dangerous to focus on and pur-
sue mystic experiences in spiritual life.

The balance of mind during all experi-
ences is much more important than what
the mind actually experiences. As explained
in the Gita, maintaining equanimity of mind
in all situations should be our focus.

Along the spiritual path, if one falls,
the important thing is to get up and walk
again. Whatever effort you put in on this
path will never be lost.

Excerpted from amritapuri.org. The
72nd birth anniversary of Mata
Amritanandamayi is being celebrated on
September 27

50 SPIRITUAL APPETIZERS
Vinod Dhawan
—

| 1 “It's a lovely book. It feels
5OSPIH!TUM energetically clear and light.
It's easy to read, dip in and out
and most importantly it offers
information without fluff! Bless-
ings on this project.”

Jac O Keeffe
Spirituality teacher based in
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We Cannot Veto Our Children's Future: How
Our Collective Inaction On Climate Change
Is The World's Most Devastating Veto

DR RAJENDRA SHENDE

single hand rises in the United Na-

tions Security Council. That was

on 18 September 2025. With that
gesture, a call for a ceasefire is silenced.
Thatimage is now seared into our collec-
tive consciousness. A lifeline for millions
is vetoed by a single hand. We watch and
we despair over the system overriding
humanity's conscience. We see this act of
geopolitical paralysis. It is a failure of hu-
manity, a triumph of self-absorption over
our planetary survival.

But this is merely a rehearsal for a far
greater, more silent tragedy. We are all-ev-
ery one of us-participating in a slower, more
devastating veto. Not in a glittering cham-
ber in New York, but in the boardrooms,
legislative halls, and daily choices of our
nations. We are collectively vetoing a sus-
tainable future. The climate crisis is not just
an environmental issue; it is the ultimate
failure of our global conscience, a silent
genocide of potentially fair and equal prin-

We are collectively vetoing a sustainable
future. The climate crisis is not just an
environmental issue; it is the ultimate failure
of our global conscience, a silent genocide of
potentially fair and equal principles cherished
in the octogenarian charter of United Nations

dustrialized nations burned fossil fuels to
build their wealth. They consumed the
planet's shared atmospheric space-our
most vital commons-and left the bill for the
rest of the world. This was not just devel-
opment; it was a generational centuries old
veto. They vetoed their emissions to com-
promise the stability of the future.

Today, as developing nations seek their
path out of poverty, they are told to stop.
The nations that built their empires on coal,
oil and gas now veto the development as-
pirations of others, often without providing
the promised financial aid for a net-zero
transition to phase out fossil fuel.

We are not facing one veto in a cham-
ber. We are enacting a cascade of daily ve-
toes, against climate, against equity,
against just transition. Every delayed cli-
mate policy, every broken funding promise,
every diluted international agreement is a
veto against the survival of island nations,
against the African and Asian farmers fac-
ing drought,
against our chil-
dren. We have
moved from a
world where a
few nations hold
a veto to one
where all na-
tions, united in
inaction, wield it.

A Race To
The Bottom

ciples cherished in the octogenarian char-
ter of United Nations.

The origin of UN veto power was planted
in 1945 San Francisco Conference where
the five permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council-United States, United Kingdom,
China, France and Russia (as the succes-
sor to the Soviet Union) -insisted on its in-
clusion as a condition for joining the new
organization to protect their national inter-
ests and prevent being forced to act
against them. This power is codified in Ar-
ticle 27 of the UN Charter. While every as-
pect of our life on the Earth has changed
over the last 80 years, Article 27 remained
a stubborn pillar of concentration of power
in the hands of a few.

A Cascade of Daily Vetoes

The UN veto is a privilege of power al-
most mimicking dictatorship. Now, apply
that logic to the atmosphere - a sky above
us that makes life on our planet livable.

For over a century, a small group of in-

This brings
us to the agonizing truth we face on the
UN's 80th anniversary. The UN machine is
screeching and powerless. The primary
forum for climate action, the UNFCCC, op-
erates on a consensus model that gives
every country a de facto veto. The result? A
race to the bottom where urgent, ambitious
action is held hostage by the least ambi-
tious, the most invested in the status quo.

The Paris Agreement was a diplomatic
miracle, but it is built on promises, not pen-
alties. There is no mechanism to enforce
pledges, no consequence for failure. ltis a
system designed for conversation, not for
combat. And we are at war with the conse-
quences of our own inaction.

(The author is a noted environmental-
ist, former Director of UNEP, Coordinating
Lead Author, IPCC 2007 (Nobel Peace
Prize laureate), IIT Alumnus, and Founder,
Green TERRE Foundation, Pune, India)
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Saudi Arabia-Pakistan Security Pact has
strategic and economic ramifications

istory rarely offers neat

repetitions, but the

Saudi-Pakistan defense
pact announced this week bears
an uncanny re-semblance to an-
other turning point: Britain and
France's humiliation during the
Suez Crisis of 1956, when the
postwar illusion of European
dominance collapsed overnight.

Then, as now, the moment
was defined not by a battle lost,
but by a trust betrayed. What
Suez revealed for London and
Paris, Riyadh has just revealed
for Washington: that the security
guarantees of an old patron are
sometimes just not good
enough.

The pact follows on the heels
of Israel's strike on Qatar, which
laid bare the fragility of American
security assurances in the Gulf.

For decades Saudi Arabia
was the archetype of an Ameri-

JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY

rejects a "no first use" doctrine,
that umbrella comes with the
threat of pre-emptive strike.

The China Factor

The symbolism is extraordi-
nary, but the consequences are
starker still. Pakistan imports
the overwhelming majority of its
weapons from China. Saudi
Arabia, by joining hands with
Islamabad, is binding itself to
Beijing's defense supply chain.

This alignment also extends
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, the flagship of
Beijing's Belt and Road Initia-
tive, all the way to the Persian
Gulf. For China, the strategic
prize is immense: a secure,
nuclear-protected energy corri-
dor bypassing the Strait of Mal-
acca, its most vulnerable
chokepoint.

For Riyadh, the lesson from

That phrase, bland as it may sound, carries

profound weight - it extends Pakistan's

nuclear deterrence to the kingdom. In effect,

Riyadh has acquired a nuclear umbrella, one

untethered to American restraint

can client state - trading oil for
protection, dollars for arms, loy-
alty for reassurance. That it has
now stitched its security fate to
Pakistan's armed forces, and
by extension to China's military-
industrial system, marks a dra-
matic rupture in the fabric of the
US-led world order.

The pact is sweeping in
scope. A senior Saudi official
described it as a "comprehen-
sive defensive agreement that
encompasses all military
means."

That phrase, bland as it may
sound, carries profound weight
- it extends Pakistan's nuclear
deterrence to the kingdom. In
effect, Riyadh has acquired a
nuclear umbrella, one
untethered to American re-
straint. And because Pakistan

the Qatar strike was obvious. It
needs to hedge against depen-
dence on Washington before it is
too late. Other US-aligned states
are surely watching. A cascade
of similar realignments could fol-
low, dismantling the architecture
of American alliances and replac-
ing it with a patchwork of regional
nuclear patrons.

India's Altered Calculus

For India, the ramifications are
doubly fraught. New Delhi de-
pends on Saudi Arabia for a sub-
stantial share of its energy im-
ports. It now faces the unsettling
reality that its most critical sup-
plier has entered a binding mili-
tary partnership with its archen-
emy. Riyadh and Islamabad have
an older military pact whereby
Pakistani troops are lent to the

House of Saud for guard duties.

Does this mean Saudi Arabia
would ride to Pakistan's defense
in a future conflict sparked by ter-
rorism or a border clash? Would
Riyadh really risk embroiling its
soldiers, and by extension its
monarchy, in the quicksand of a
South Asian war?

Most analysts believe that to
be an unlikely scenario. The
Saudi war machine is built for
projection, not quagmire. A far
more plausible scenario is one
where Riyadh offers financial life-
lines, discounted oil, or arms
shipments. The kind of support
that, even short of direct interven-
tion, could tilt the regional bal-
ance at the margins, but not re-
ally affect the battlefield.

Still, the very perception of
Saudi backing enhances
Pakistan's confidence, compli-
cating India's strategic calculus.

The economic dimension is
just as unsettling. The Biden
administration's great counter-
weight to China's Belt and Road
was the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor (IMEC),
meant to channel trade and en-
ergy across Saudi soil toward

Europe.
That vision now lies in tatters.
Riyadh's alignment with

Islamabad and Beijing all but
guarantees that India's flagship
connectivity project will stall,
leaving New Delhi more isolated
in its geopolitical contestation
with China.

Risk Global Financial Equilib-
rium

Then there is the question of
the dollar remaining the sole
currency of global business.
The Saudi-American bargain of
the past half century was
rooted in the petrodollar system
wherein the world's oil is priced
in dollars, sustained by US mili-
tary protection.

(The writer is a senior Indian
Journalist and geopolitical ana-
lyst) South Asia Monitor

For detailed story visit
www.indiapost.com
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H-1B, U.S. LOSS IS
INDIA'S GAIN

he recent announcement of squeezing H-1B beneficiaries and

increasing barriers for Indian tech professionals in the U.S.
could be a boon for India's domestic tech sector by potentially ac-
celerating domestic innovation and job growth, as more skilled
workers remain in or, return to India. However, this potential ben-
efitis contingent on a number of factors, such as the specific poli-
cies in place, the economic conditions in India, and the willingness
of companies to invest in their local talent pools.

Policies that encourage or necessitate the return of skilled
workers can help to reduce the 'brain drain' that has traditionally
seen Indian talent emigrate. Returning techies may face chal-
lenges finding suitable jobs, especially if their experience in the
U.S. is not aligned with the technology landscape in India. Return-
ing professionals may also encounter significant financial and
lifestyle adjustments, with some finding the cost of living in India
higher than expected for a desired standard of living. The specific
U.S. policies that create 'techie loss', such as, increased visa fees
or stricter hiring requirements, influence how many professionals
return and the impact on their careers.

A true boon for India depends on Indian companies and the In-
dian government creating an environment where this returning tal-
ent can thrive through increased investment and support for the
local tech ecosystem. In essence, while U.S. policies that hinder
Indian tech workers can create challenges for those individuals,
they also present an opportunity for India to leverage its own talent
for domestic advancement and growth.

The announcement introduces a steep $100,000 (Rs 88 lakh)
fee for H-1B visas. This marks

the most significant change to the program since its creation in
1990. Until now, applicants only faced a modest entry fee and ad-
ditional costs usually covered by the US employers, amounting to
a few thousand dollars.

Experts point how this move would disproportionately impact
Indians, who form the majority of H-1B beneficiaries. According to
official U.S. data, 71 percent of all H-1B beneficiaries are from
India. If one visits the campuses of Google, Facebook or any ma-
jor tech company in Silicon Valley, you are bound to witness large
number of Indian techies at work.

President Trump's idea to create space for US citizens to work is
great but that requires American youth to train for required skills first,
which it lacks. Removing talented youth that U.S. acquired few years
back from all over the world to fuel their technological superiority
could derail the advancement and leadership it holds. The only two
economies that are growing faster than U.S. are China and India.

This decision might sound good for political brownie points but
ultimately may harm the growth and leadership U.S. has gained
over the years. Similar issues are arising in the farm sector where,
the real workers who fuel the growth of farmers in US have been
targeted.

Quick-fix solutions to problems created by previous adminis-
trations cannot work. Corporate leaders must be roped-in to think
through long-term solutions that America truly needs. Credit to
America's growth is its leadership and the best work ethics it has
demonstrated to the world.
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RAVEENA TANDON
n  UAD KADER KHAN
y  SUPPURIED HER

Actress Raveena Tandon had once revealed
how veteran actor and writer Kader
- Khan stood by her side during the most
y  challenging phase of her life, offering
love, guidance, and support like a true
father figure.
"\_ During Kader's old appearance
) on the chat show "Jeena Isi Ka
Naam Hai," Raveena joined
through a video call to talk
about her bond with the se-
nior actor. Revealing why
she always addressed Kader
Khan as 'Dad,’ she said, "Hi, dad.
| am not on your show right now. But |
wish | could be. But do you know how much
| love you? And | say this in front of the whole
world. No. But | said hi dad to him for the audience.
Because | have done so many films with him
where he has played the role of my father. That's
Ba***ds of Bollywood', why wherever | meet him, | greet him with hi dad.
has spoken up on the ‘ And yes, let me tell you this secret as well.
importance of an ar- ;f 1 X Brother Qadar."
tiste standing their Raveena added, "Now, | have to say
ground in front of the ' this in front of everyone. But
pressures from different Brother Qadar and | are email
facets of filmmaking. friends. We keep emailing each
The actress spoke with other. We keep sharing secrets.

IANS inthe BKC area of And apart from all these things, .

Mumbai during the pro- when |... when .I was.gomg
, through the most difficult time of
motional run of the show,

an et oxampl o e s
the Yash Raj Films head-
my head. He gave me

honcho Aditya Chopra, 6 much love ard af-
who stood his ground with fection."
his debut film Kader Khan
Dulhania Le Jayenge' as it passed away on
broke many prevalent norms December 31,
of Hindi back in time. 2018, in a

She told IANS, "DDLJ' was Toronto hospital
made only because Aditya due to pro-
Chopra stood his ground and longed iliness.
made what his vision was. | IANS
truly and sincerely believe,
and all my co-actors have that
belief, in 'The Ba***ds of
Bollywood' that you have
never seen anything like this,
at least on Indian OTT plat-
forms. IANS

Anya Singh on
importance of
standing the ground
Actress Anya Singh,
who essays the role
of a talent manager in the

recently released
streaming show 'The &

5

'Dilwale

TOP TEN

HINDI FILM SONGS

1 Saiyaara: Saiyaara

2 Barbaad: Saiyaara

3 Dhun: Saiyaara

4 Qayde Se: Metro ... In Dino

5 Zamaana Lage: Metro ... In Dino
6 Aur Mohabbat Kitni Karoon: Metro ...
In Dino

7 Laal Pari: Housefull 5

8 Tum Ho Toh: Saiyaara

9 Tu Hain Toh Main Hoon: Sky Force
10 Pardesiya: Param Sundari

AKSHAY KUMAR
EXPLAINS THE
MATHS OF HIS LIFE

Boliywood superstar Akshay Kumar,
who is receiving positive response
to his work in the recently released film
‘Jolly LLB 3', has shared the maths be-
hind his disciplined life.

The superstar recently graced the
season finale of the streaming sketch
comedy show 'The Great Indian Kapil
Show', and shared that the frick to live a
balanced life is to have simplicity.

When the show host Kapil Sharma
asked him if he ever takes a break, the
superstar said, "Yes, | definitely take
breaks. | take a break for 125 days a
year, add another 52 Sundays to it, 40
days of summer vacation, 3 days of
Diwali, a 7-Day Holiday after every 3
months. So, | have made a timetable.

We all have the same 24 hours and

365 days a year but the most im-

portant thing is time management".

He further mentioned, "Make your
life completely simple, don't take
on the complications,
don't take stress.
Stress is extremely
harmful. | under-
stand people have
financial prob-
lems or some-
one may be
struggling
with their re-
lationship.
IANS
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he Supreme Court refused to enter
tain a plea filed by Bollywood actress
Jacqueline Fernandez seeking to quash
money laundering proceedings initiated
against her by the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) in connection with the Rs 200
crore extortion case involving alleged
conman Sukesh Chandrashekhar.
A bench of Justices Dipankar Datta and
Augustine George Masih refused to order
a stay on the trial proceedings but granted

Bollywood

www.indiapost.com

JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ GETS NO RELIEF FROM SC

could not be prosecuted under Sections
3 and 4 of the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act, 2002 (PMLA), since she had
no knowledge that the gifts received from
Chandrashekhar were proceeds of
crime.

Rohtagi added that she was being
wrongly implicated in the money launder-
ing case despite being named as a wit-
ness in the predicate offence.

The Justice Datta-led Bench, referring

liberty to the actress to approach the court i

at an appropriate stage.
Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, ap-
pearing for Fernandez, argued that she

Bollywood actress
Jacqueline Fernandez
seeking to quash money
laundering proceedings
initiated against her by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in connection with the
Rs 200 crore extortion case

India Post 33

to the apex court's judgment in Vijay
Madanlal Choudhary v. Union of India
case, which upheld the wide powers of
the ED, observed that allegations at the
stage of framing of charges must be ac-
cepted as they stand.

"The allegation is that a part of that Rs
200 crore came to you as a gift. Nothing
has been proved. At the stage of framing
of charges, you have to accept what the
allegation is," it said. JANS
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Katrina Kaif, Vicky Kaushal &8
announce: On way to start the
best chapter of our lives

8

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

ollywood star couple Katrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal |

announced they are all set to welcome their first |

bundle of joy. |

In a collaborative post on Instagram, Katrina and Vicky an- |

nounced the news of them stepping into parenthood. The two |

shared a picture of a polaroid, where Katrina and Vicky are gen- |

tly holding on to the actress' blossoming baby bump. |

"On our way to start the best chapter of our lives with hearts |

full of joy and gratitude," the two wrote as the caption. |

Katrina's friends from the industry took to the comment sec- |

tion to congratulate the couple. |

Janhvi Kapoor wrote; Congratulations, Congratulations, |

Congratulations. |

Ayushmann Khurrana wrote congratulations guys. |

Sonam Kapoor simply dropped some heart emojis. |

Varun Dhawan said that his heart is full after hearing the |

news. |

It was in 2021, when Vicky and Katrina got married in an |

intimate ceremony in the Six Senses Fort Barwara Hotel, Sawai |

Madhopur, Rajasthan. Chatter about Katrina's pregnancy |

started doing the rounds recently, however the couple remained |

tight-lipped. |

It was during an award show, when Vicky playfully proposed |

to Katrina on stage in a scripted moment |

that left Katrina blushing. However, |

they crossed paths at a party hosted

by filmmaker Karan Johar, where
their bond was deepened. IANS

)~

Dadasaheb Phalke Award
a catalyst and responsibility: Mohanlal

Actor Mohanlal, on the eve of receiving  with the sea.
Indian cinema's highest honor -- the The award, which celebrates an illustrious career

Dadasaheb Phalke Award -- said therec-  spanning nearly five decades, comes as another crown-

ognition was not only a catalyst for his ar-  ing moment for the actor who has already won five Na-
tistic journey but also a responsibility. tional Awards, including one as a producer.

Speaking to a leading Malayalam chan- His selection, observers say, highlights not only his

nel before leaving for the award ceremony in ~ monumental contribution to Indian cinema but also the glo-

New Delhi, where the President of India will  bal recognition Malayalam films have garnered through

confer him the honor, the veteran actorre-  his work.

flected on his four-decade-long journey. Expressing gratitude to the government, the award

. "Cinema is magic. The recipe for jury, and his fans, Mohanlal said, "This was never in my

" success -- no one knows. To become  dreams. | am always thankful. This is a huge recognition

successful, one has to be lucky, and |  for Malayalam cinema. | remember all the great actors

consider myself lucky. The bless-  who walked before me —- | have learned a lot from them."

ings of my seniors are the rea- He dedicated the honor to the Malayalam film industry,

son for this," said Mohanlal, lik-  his family, and the audience that has stood by him. JANS

ening his artistic path to water

flowing steadily until it merges

Kareena Kapoor: Was 'busy
with my boys on birthday

ollywood diva Kareena Kapoor Khan turned 45 and she celebrated the
milestone with her boys.

Kareena took to Instagram stories, where she shared a picture of herself
kissing a helium balloon with "Happy Birthday Amma" written on it.

"Felt all the love So grateful Thank you to each and everyone who wished
me... | love you all. Busy with my boys today," wrote the actress, who is mar-
ried to Bollywood star Saif Ali Khan, caption.

It was on Sunday, September 22, when the actress turned 45 and a string
of her close ones shared birthday notes for the Bollywood diva.

Talking about work, Kareena was last seen in Rohit Shetty's action film "Singham
Again". The film stars Ajay Devgn in the title role, alongside Kareena, Ranveer Singh,
Akshay Kumar, Deepika Padukone, Tiger Shroff, Arjun Kapoor and Jackie Shroff. It
is the fifth installment of Shetty's Cop Universe franchise. IANS




RIYA JEWELRY

Variety of fashion jewelry for every generation - From Classic Heritage to contemporary chic
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MAJESTIC BANQUET BY MANTRA. 4175 INLAND EMPIRE BLVD. ONTARIO CA. PH: 909 730 8847

CHICKEN CURRY ROGAN JOSH FISH TIKKA MASALA MATAR PANEER

Traditional Indian curry prepared with special spices Tender lamb meat marinated & cooked with herbs & spices. =d in tomate & butter gravy. Fresh peas with cheese in mildly spleed gravy. Fresh vegetables cooked in the juice of ginger & tomatoes.
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Vadodara orBarodaisa  [Eess — .ﬁ : ¢ most sought after places in
cosmopolitan city lo- el 2 Sr—ca VAl | -2 Gujarat.

Sayaji Gardens: Sayaji
Baug or Sayaji Gardens, as
the name suggests, is dedi-
cated to Maharaja Sayajirao
Gaekwad Ill by Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaekwad Il him-
self. Itis the most extensive
garden in the western region
of India with a sprawling 45
hectares of land. This was
built in the year 1879 on the
river Vishwamitri, and it
comprises of a broad spec-
trum of flora, with more than
99 species of trees to its
name. That's not all; this

cated in Gujarat. Home to
some of the most exemplary
displays of architecture,
Vadodara is a fitting memo-
rial to Maratha leader Sayaji
Rao Gaekwad |ll who had
envisioned a dream to make
this Big City an educational,
industrial and commercial
center.

Known for one of the
most lavish palaces in India-
the Lakshmi Vilas Palace
and plenty more legendary
monuments, Vadodara is the
cultural capital of Gujarat.

With a prominent part of it park also houses two muse-
being occupied by the "GUJARAT’S CULTURAL CAPITAL WITH PALACES, MUSEUMS, AND FESTIVALS™ ums, aplanetarium, azoo, a
Guijaratis, this place is the toy train for children and a
most sought after during the flower clock. So many utili-
nine days of the Navratri festival. No city in India celebrates the festival of Navratri with ties under one roof make this attraction the most sought after in the state of Gujarat.

as much zeal and exuberance as Vadodara does. It houses one of the premier
universities of India- the Maharaja Sayajirao University.

NAVRATRI FESTIVAL

You just cannot come to Baroda and miss out on its most extrava-
gant festival - Navratri. Vadodara is considered the cultural capital of
Guijarat, and the most sought after location for celebrating
Navratri.

The festival is celebrated with a lot of exuberance in
this city and one should not leave the city without shak-
ing a leg in its traditional dance form - Garba. It usu-
ally takes place in the month of October.

PLACES TO VISIT IN VADODARA

Laxmi Vilas Palace: Laxmi Vilas Palace is one
of the most majestic structures in India and was the
private residence of Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad Il
Known to be the largest private dwelling of the size equiva-
lent to four times of the Buckingham Palace, this magnificent
palace is a must-visit when in Vadodara.

The striking Laxmi Vilas Palace was constructed in 1890 and took
nearly twelve years to complete. Sprawling across an area of about 700
acres, it is still home to the royal family of Vadodara, the Gaekwads. It is built
in the Indo-Saracenic style, which is a hybrid of the Hindu,
Gothic and Mughal architectural forms with the presence of
domes, minarets and arches.

Champaner: The Capital of the Sultanate of Gujarat,
Champaner is a historical city located in the Panchmahal
district in Gujarat. Being included in the elite list of the §
UNESCO World Heritage Sites across the globe, this mar- _'
velous archaeological park set
in the heart of the city of
Champaner and
amidst the
Pavagadh hillsis
one of the

Ajwa Nimeta Garden: Decked with green manicured lawns and adorned by
towering palm trees, the Ajwa Nimeta Garden is the perfect destination to plan
your leisurely weekend at. The crowd-puller here is the 100-meter row of
perfectly aligned musical fountains that mesmerize us with coordinated
water shoots in the background of lively colors. This garden is en-
joyed by adults and kids alike.
Sursagar Lake: Sursagar Lake, also known as Chand
Talao, is a historic water body located in the heart of
Vadodara, Gujarat. Originally constructed in the 18th
century and later renovated with stone masonry, the
lake remains full throughout the year and features
a concrete wall where visitors often sit and relax.
Aprominent feature of the lake is the 111-foot-tall
statue of Lord Shiva, built by the Vadodara Mahanagar
Seva Sadan between 1996 and 2002. In 2023, this statue
was gilded with approximately 17.5 kg of gold, enhancing its
grandeur and making it a significant landmark in the city.
Surya Mandir: Sun Temple, Borsad is situated in the town of
Borsad in Anand, Gujarat, dedicated primarily to the Sun God. The
Sun Temple of Borsad is known to bestow divine grace upon those who
visit and relieves them from ailments, which might cause them unhappi-
ness. Hence, people from all over the world visit the Sun Temple enthusiasti-
cally. The history behind this temple is obscure and states the temple was built at
the instance of God himself.
BEST TIME TO VISIT VADODARA
2 During the months of September/October to March the widely cel-
:':: ebrated Navratri Festival takes place in the city. Vadodara experiences
= hottest summers with temperatures going up to 42 degrees Celsius
and heavy rainfall and hence April to September isn't a great time
for sightseeing. www. holidify.com
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+ PLUS - NO-COST
REFINANCING AVAILABLE! (562) 972-5083

& Lock in a lower payment

& Refinance and save big with no upfront costs

& Direct lender with over 35 years of experience

@ Several Financing options available

@ Great Rates for owner-occupied or investment properties
@ stated income options: AVAILABLE

A.J. Dudheker CALL US FOR CURRENT INTEREST RATES
Mortgage Broker/Direct Lender AND START YOUR LOAN PROCESS NOW!

17100 Norwalk Blvd #112, Cerritos, CA 90703
Cell: (562) 972 5083 | Phone: (562) 916 7878
Email: aj@platinumwestfunding.com
NMLS: 356134, 357611
We have been in business over 35 years helping over 10,000 clients.

WE HAVE EXPERIENCE, EDUCATION, RESOURCES AND EXPERTISE
TO FULLFIL ALL YOUR FINANCING NEED
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Building Lasting Relationships For Over 35 Years




38 India Post o September 26, 2025
] www.indiapost.com —_——

Proudly Celebratlng Diwali 2025
Sunday October 12th, 2025 | 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM @

Tandoor Cusine of ‘India
ﬂ32 . Katella ‘Drange, C4 92667

We Welcome and appre(:Iate Sponsors and Donners for Support & pal‘thlpatIOI‘l

$20 - General Admission $50 - VIP Purchase Tickets:
$10 - Performers under 12 years Pay via Zelle: 714-280-3774 ( Kamini Khare)
$200 - Reserve your table for 10 people 609-712-3436 (Atul Makwan)

EVENT COH AT TEE-

Atul Makwan 609-712-3436 Kamini Khare 714-280-3774 Radhika Patel 714-766-1953 Sunila & Bharat Shah 949-500-9726 y
Ajoy Dube 562-682-6186 Kusum & Hark Vasa 714-335-9046 D r. Asmath Noor 562- 682-3881 Dipika Patel, 562-884-5727 _ _#

“Priya Kumar 909- 586-7604 Meena Patel 714-421-2972 Nirupama 562-844-2060 Bhadra Bhatt 714-412-1026 ,‘
| br. Subbarao Shobha Sopti 951-314-5002 Sabari Girish 626-376-6418 Ravi Vishwanath 323—385—1?-14

-

A;ua_na Patel 562-743-8394 Manu Patel Loki Dua, Realtor Raj Bagga o=
av3| Velani, Realtor & Loan Broker

CUISINES OF INDI A
Speciazing in Tandoor (Clay Oven) University Avenue, Riverside

Mskaiiahlindiidcosstalii sl We do not have any branches in Riverside County
Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside b Press Enterpri

Sumptuous

LUNCH Specialized
B“H:ET in Catering

2N \  WE CATERTOALL
12 95 Ao d ; ~ B PARTIES, BIG & SMALL

PLUS TAXES gt | 7 For Catering Call Raj:

| 991-796-8396

1766 University Ave, Ste. 102, Riverside, CA 92507

991-686-9968

Raj Sharma - Owner
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‘ONE TASTE
ofTRADITION,

Richin Traditions-

KHARI
SING SABUDANA MIX

Dry Roasted Peanuts THitd Sweet & Sally Sago Balt Mixtute
with Peanuds & Polals Sticks

For Trade Enquiries,
please contact our USA Distributor : Nijay Internationgl, Inc.P.O. Box 17865 Anaheim, CA 92817
nijayinternational@gmail.com
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MALABAR

GOLD & DIAMONDS

alabar

< With you wn all your _,

Celebrations

A season of light awaits with jewellery
that unites tradition and beauty

CASH VOUCHERS

on Diamond & Precious Gem Jewellery worth
USD 1,500 and above

ZERO DEDUCTION GOLD RATE
ON 816 OLD GOLD PROTECTION
EXCHANGE WITH 10% ADVANCE

VALUE NO MAKING
ON DIAMOND 1 CHARGES
EXCHANGE = ON 8 GM GOLD COINS

*Offer valid from
26th September to 20th October 2025

NEW JERSEY | DALLAS | CHICAGO
NAPERVILLE | LOS ANGELES | ATLANTA

Shop 24/7 at www.malabargoldanddiamonds.com

Scan to view the festive
jewellery collection

OVER 410 SHOWROOMS SPREAD ACROSS USA, INDIA, UAE, OMAN, QATAR, BAHRAIN, SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT, SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA, UK, CANADA, AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
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