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Chants of 'Modi, Modi' reverberate in Israeli Parliament as PM Modi

receives standing ovation, huge applause

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu along with members of the Knesset, Israeli parliament, give a standing ovation to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi upon his arrival at the Knesset, in Jerusalem. Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu's wife Sara
Netanyahu also present. (@narendramodi X/ANI Photo)

TELAVIV: Members of the Israeli Parliament, Knesset,
gave a standing ovation and a huge round of applause to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as he arrived at Israel's
House of Representatives to give a landmark address -
the first-ever by an Indian PM.

Chants of 'Modi-Modi' reverberated at the Knesset as
PM Modi arrived to attend the official reception ceremony
along with his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu.

"Mr. Prime Minister, Jerusalem me aapka swagat hai,
Knesset me aapka swagat hai (Welcome to Jerusalem,
Welcome to the Knesset)," Speaker Amir Ohana said in
Hindi while welcoming PM Modi to the Israeli Parliament.

He also called PM Modi as the "defining statesmen of
our times".

Earlier, PM Modi held a private meeting with
Netanyahu at the Ben-Gurion International Airport soon
after his arrival in the country on a two-day State Visit.
The two leaders discussed a wide range of subjects

aimed at boosting bilateral ties besides regional issues.

"This is a bond of real friendship. Great friend, my great
friend," Netanyahu was seen saying while meeting PM
Modi in a video shared by the Israeli Prime Minister's office.

"Had an excellent meeting with Prime Minister
Netanyahu. Expressed gratitude to him for the warm wel-
come earlier in the day. Itis a delight to be back in Israel
after 9 years. We discussed a wide range of subjects
aimed at boosting bilateral ties. Sectors such as technol-
ogy, water management, agriculture, talent partnership
and more offer immense scope for close collaboration.
We also discussed key developments in the region," PM
Modi posted on X after the meeting.

The 'private meeting' between the two leaders took
place after Netanyahu and First Lady Sara Netanyahu
welcomed PM Modi at the Ben-Gurion airport in a special
gesture.

Details on page 8
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MANY BUSINESSES AND HIGH INCOME
PROFESSIONALS OVERPAY TAXES EACH YEAR

February 27, 2026

Proactive, Law Compliant Planning Can Significantly Reduce Tax Burden

or many business owners and

high-income professionals, taxes

represent one of the largest recur-
ring financial expenses. Despite strong
earnings and careful financial manage-
ment, a surprising number of taxpayers
legally pay more taxes than necessary.
The reason is not negligence or calcula-
tion errors. In most cases, it is the ab-
sence of structured and proactive tax plan-
ning. Tax filing alone does not guarantee
tax efficiency.

Most individuals and businesses focus
on taxes only when deadlines approach.
Documents are gathered, numbers are
reviewed, and returns are prepared based
on transactions that have already oc-
curred. While accurate filing is essential
for compliance, itis largely retrospective.
By the time the return is completed, the
financial year has ended and opportunities
to significantly influence the outcome are
limited. Meaningful tax savings are created
during the year, not at the last minute.

Proactive tax planning is a strategic
process that evaluates income, expenses,
investments, and financial decisions be-
fore the year closes. It allows taxpayers to
legally minimize tax liabilities by making
timely adjustments that align with federal
and state tax regulations. Without planning,
decisions are made in isolation. With plan-
ning, financial actions are coordinated for
optimal tax efficiency. Many taxpayers do not
overpay because of mistakes. They overpay
because opportunities were never explored.

Business owners frequently make de-
cisions involving compensation, equip-
ment purchases, expansion, retirement
contributions, and expense management.
Each of these carries tax consequences.
When planning is not integrated into deci-
sion-making, deductions may be
underutilized, expenses may not be struc-
tured efficiently, and income recognition
may occur at unfavorable times. High in-
come professionals face similar chal-
lenges. Physicians, dentists, consultants,
executives, and other professionals often
manage multiple income sources, includ-
ing wages, practice earnings, consulting
fees, partnership distributions, and invest-
ment income. Without coordinated plan-
ning, these income streams may be taxed
inefficiently, resulting in higher liabilities
and reduced cash flow.

Law compliant tax planning provides a
clear and legal solution. Effective tax strat-

SABU SYRIAC

egies may include evaluating the appropri-
ate business entity, structuring reasonable
compensation arrangements, optimizing
business expense treatment, coordinating
retirement contributions, managing the
timing of income and deductions, applying
depreciation rules, and aligning investment
decisions with tax efficiency. Every strat-
egy must be tailored to the taxpayer's spe-
cific financial profile.

A common misconception is that tax re-
duction strategies involve aggressive in-
terpretations or questionable practices.
Ethical tax planning is grounded in careful

correctly, proactive tax planning can de-
liver substantial benefits. Businesses of-
ten experience reduced tax liabilities, im-
proved liquidity, better cash flow manage-
ment, and greater financial predictability.
Professionals gain clarity, stability, and
fewer surprises at filing time. Instead of re-
acting to large balances due, taxpayers
operate with a strategy.

Another important factor is economic
value. Many taxpayers hesitate to invest in
year round tax advisory services, viewing
them as discretionary expenses. In prac-
tice, structured tax planning frequently

MOST INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES FOCUS ON TAXES
ONLY WHEN DEADLINES APPROACH. DOCUMENTS ARE
GATHERED, NUMBERS ARE REVIEWED, AND RETURNS

ARE PREPARED BASED ON TRANSACTIONS THAT HAVE
ALREADY OCCURRED. WHILE ACCURATE FILING IS ESSEN-
TIAL FOR COMPLIANCE, IT IS LARGELY RETROSPECTIVE

analysis, proper documentation, and re-
sponsible application of tax law. The ob-
jective is compliance, accuracy, and effi-
ciency.

The goal is to pay the correct tax, not
more than required. When implemented

generates savings that exceed advisory
fees many times over. More importantly,
planning reduces uncertainty, prevents
costly surprises, and strengthens compli-
ance positions. In today's evolving tax en-
vironment, passive tax managementis no

Sabu Syriac

longer sufficient. Tax laws change. In-
come structures become more complex.
Financial decisions carry greater conse-
quences. A once a year filing approach
cannot consistently produce optimal out-
comes. Year round tax planning has be-
come an essential component of intelli-
gent financial management.

At Syriac CPA Tax and Accounting Ser-
vices Inc., our philosophy is straightfor-
ward. Taxes should be planned, not
merely reported. Our focus extends be-
yond accurate tax preparation to design-
ing smart, law compliant tax strategies
aligned with each client's financial and
business objectives. Because the objec-
tive is not simply filing returns. Itis legally
minimizing taxes, protecting cash flow,
and building stronger financial outcomes.
AboutAuthor:

Sabu Syriac, MBA, CPA

Certified Public Accountant, Tax Strategist
and Business Consultant

Presidentand CEO

SYRIAC CPATAX AND ACCOUNTING
SERVICES INC.

A Professional Corporation
Member - AICPA

Member - California State Board of
Accountancy
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ISRAEL WELCOMES MODI

Chants of 'Modi, Modi' reverberate in Israeli Pariament as PM Modi
receives standing ovation, huge applause

TELAVIV: Members of the Israeli Parliament, Knesset,
gave a standing ovation and a huge round of applause to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as he arrived at Israel's
House of Representatives to give a landmark address -
the first-ever by an Indian PM.

Chants of 'Modi-Modi' reverberated at the Knesset as
PM Modi arrived to attend the official reception ceremony

along with his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu.
"Mr. Prime Minister, Jerusalem me aapka swagat hai,
Knesset me aapka swagat hai (Welcome to Jerusalem,
Welcome to the Knesset)," Speaker Amir Ohana said in
Hindi while welcoming PM Modi to the Israeli Parliament.
He also called PM Modi as the "defining statesmen of
our times".

Earlier, PM Modi held a private meeting with Netanyahu
at the Ben-Gurion International Airport soon after his ar-
rival in the country on a two-day State Visit. The two lead-
ers discussed a wide range of subjects aimed at boosting
bilateral ties besides regional issues.

"This is a bond of real friendship. Great friend, my great
friend," Netanyahu was seen saying while meeting PM Modi
in avideo shared by the Israeli Prime Minister's office.

"Had an excellent meeting with Prime Minister
Netanyahu. Expressed gratitude to him for the warm wel-
come earlier in the day. It is a delight to be back in Israel
after 9 years. We discussed a wide range of subjects
aimed at boosting bilateral ties. Sectors such as technol-
ogy, water management, agriculture, talent partnership
and more offer immense scope for close collaboration.
We also discussed key developments in the region," PM
Modi posted on X after the meeting.

The 'private meeting' between the two leaders took
place after Netanyahu and First Lady Sara Netanyahu
welcomed PM Modi at the Ben-Gurion airport in a special
gesture. "You are a great leader," said Netanyahu after
the two leaders exchanged a warm hug at the tarmac.

The Israeli PM also engaged in an animated conversa-
tion with PM Modi, highlighting that the color of PM Modi's
pocket square matches Sara's saffron dress perfectly.

"My wife Sara and | welcomed today our good friend,
Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi, who has arrived
for another historic visit to Israel. Prime Minister Modi pre-
viously visited Israel in 2017, and | later paid a reciprocal
visit to India that was truly exceptional. We share a close
personal relationship, speak often, and | believe that the
deep friendship between us powerfully reflects on the ties
between our two countries," Netanyahu posted on X.

Hindu and Sikh religious sites in
Pakistan sold, forcibly occupied:
Report

ISLAMABAD: As the population of Sikhs and Hindus in
Pakistan continues to shrink, a recent report highlighted that
land belonging to several religious sites of the minority com-
munities has been sold, with other properties allegedly being
forcibly occupied by local individuals across the country.

According to a report in 'Khalsa Vox', another case re-
cently came to light in which a historic gurdwara in
Abbottabad in Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
was allegedly sold for 10 million Pakistani rupees by the
Evacuee Trust Property Board, the body responsible for
maintaining gurdwaras, temples, and other places of wor-
ship belonging to minority communities in the country.

"At the time of the 1947 Partition, many religious sites
of the Sikh community and Hindu temples remained in
Pakistan. To oversee their maintenance, the government
established the Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB).
However, it is now being observed that most gurdwaras
and temples are either in a dilapidated condition or have
been erased altogether, allegedly to prevent the Sikh and
Hindu communities from claiming their rights over them,"
the report mentioned. IANS
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Apple opens
second store in
Mumbai

MUMBAI: Apple opened its
second store in Mumbai and
sixth in India on 26 February. Lo-
cated in Sky City Mall in
Mumbai's Borivali, the new store
brings Apple's full lineup of prod-
ucts and services to even more
customers in one of the city's key
growth corridors.

At Apple Borivali, customers
can explore and shop Apple's lat-
est product lineup, including the
iPhone 17 family, iPhone Air,
Apple Watch Ultra 3, Apple Watch
Series 11, and iPad and Mac
models powered by the M5 chip.

Apple enthusiasts eagerly
waited to get inside the Borivali
store. Beyond iPhones, the store
features dedicated counters for
Apple's music systems. There

are also specialized sections for
mobile covers, headphones,
Apple TV, Apple Arcade, Apple
Games, Apple Bluetooth de-
vices, and various other elec-
tronic accessories.

The store's more than 70
team members are available to
provide expert guidance and per-
sonalized support -- whether
customers are setting up a new
iPhone, switching to iOS, explor-
ing a Mac or iPad, or getting sup-
port with the Apple products they
already own.

Retail services like Apple
Trade In, flexible financing, safe
data transfer, and Personal
Setup make upgrading or getting
started simple and seamless.

For customers shopping
online, Apple Pickup makes it
simple to collect an online order
in-store at a convenient time.
Dedicated Business Team
members are available to support
organizations of all sizes with tai-
lored advice, device manage-
ment, and tools designed to help
them grow. The store also show-
cases Apple services, including
Apple Music and Apple TV,
across dedicated product tables
and avenues.ANI
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‘ train, a next-generation high-speed system that reaches speeds of up to 500

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath takes a ride in SCMAGLEV

km/h, in Yamanashi. (@myogiadityanath X/ANI Video Grab

UP govt inks MoU in Japan on green hydrogen
technology; CM Yogi invites investors

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Governor of Yamanshi Prefecture Kotaro Nagasaki witness the signing of MoU between UP government and
Yamanashi Prefecture, in Yamanashi. (@CMOfficeUP X/ANI Photo)

TOKYO/NEW DELHI: The
Uttar Pradesh government has
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Japan's
Yamanashi Prefecture on green
hydrogen technology.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
elaborating on the MoU on green
hydrogen technology, said that
under the agreement, students
from higher technical institutions
of Uttar Pradesh will receive
training in Japan, and the tech-
nology will be implemented in the
state's industry, public transport
and energy sectors.

"This initiative will prove to be
an important step towards
achieving Prime Minister Modi's
'‘Net Zero target'," he pointed out.

The Chief Minister, on the sec-
ond day of his visit, presented the
state's new development policies
and investment potential to the
global industrial community dur-
ing the 'UP Investment Road
Show' held in Yamanashi. He

stated that Uttar Pradesh has
transformed its governance ap-
proach from "reactive to proac-
tive", and this transformation has
become the foundation of the
state's rapid economic progress.

Calling robotics a major tech-
nology of the future, the Chief
Minister said the UP government

Boasting about Uttar
Pradesh's demographic advan-
tage and natural abundance, CM
Yogi said the state has the
country's most fertile land, abun-
dant water resources, vast hu-
man capital and over the past
nine years, it has scaled new
heights of development and

Calling robotics a major technology of the
future, the Chief Minister said the UP government
has made provisions in the budget to establish a

Centre of Excellence for Robotics and voiced
confidence that expanded cooperation will
take India-Japan relations to new heights

has made provisions in the bud-
get to establish a Centre of Ex-
cellence for Robotics and voiced
confidence that expanded coop-
eration will take India-Japan rela-
tions to new heights, giving
strength to self-reliance in energy
and also making technology ac-
cessible to the common people.

therefore offers abundant growth
opportunities for the investing
entities as well.

The Chief Minister further
stated that governance in the
state has undergone a transfor-
mational shift from a "reactive to
proactive" model of governance.

"The government is continu-

ously taking initiatives to attract
investment, facilitate industries,
adopt new technologies and ex-
pand global partnerships. With
this vision, a high-level delegation
from Uttar Pradesh has visited
Japan to convert possibilities into
opportunities,” CM Yogi told a
gathering of tech leaders and in-
vestors.

The UP CM also made note of
a prior incident, stating that the
Governor of Yamanashi had vis-
ited Uttar Pradesh in December
2024, and since then, continuous
dialogue, follow-ups and ex-
changes of delegations between
the two governments have taken
this cooperation in a new direc-
tion.

He said that following the study
and report of the business del-
egation, the Uttar Pradesh del-
egation arrived in Yamanashi at
the Governor's invitation, where
this cooperation has taken con-
crete shape. IANS
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25 Bangladeshi
nationals arrested
by Versova Police
in Mumbai

MUMBAI: In a major crack-
down on illegal immigration,
Mumbai's Versova police ar-
rested 25 Bangladeshi nationals,
including 21 transgender indi-
viduals, officials said.

According to the police, the
detainees, who were suspected
during a routine patrol at
Shakulshaha Dargah in Versova,
were later found to be
Bangladeshi nationals based on
interrogation and electronic evi-
dence. Authorities indicated that
more arrests could follow as in-
vestigations continue.

Senior Versova Police Officer
Deepshikha Ware said that these
individuals reportedly enter India
through routes via Kolkata and
Mizoram. Many of them have
been residing in India for six to
eight years, with settlements not
only in Mumbai but also in Gujarat
and Delhi.

Addressing the unique situa-
tion of the transgender detainees,
the police noted that in
Bangladesh, transgender indi-
viduals often face a lack of secu-
rity and respect. "They seek al-
ternative routes to India as they
understand that everyone has the
right to equality here," officials
said.

The operation marks the larg-
est action against illegal
Bangladeshi infiltrators in
Mumbai this year.

Earlier, Pune City Police de-
tected two suspected
Bangladeshi women during a
massive combing operation con-
ducted in the Budhwar Peth red-
light area, as part of a drive against
illegal activities and unlawful prac-
tices, officials said. ANI
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Spanberger began by
focusing on rising
costs, arguing that

trade decisions have

directly hurt
households and
small businesses

D 4

"Americans are paying the price": Virginia Governor Abigail
Spanberger criticizes Trump's State of the Union address

VIRGINIA: In a sharply worded
response to the President's State
of the Union address, Governor
of Virginia and Democrat Abigail
Spanberger delivered a sweep-
ing critique of the administration's
economic, healthcare, immigra-
tion, and foreign policy agenda,
repeatedly questioning whether
the president's leadership is
serving American families.

Spanberger began by focusing
onrising costs, arguing that trade
decisions have directly hurt
households and small busi-
nesses. "And | know these same
conversations are being had all
across this country. Because
since this President took office
last year, his reckless trade poli-
cies have forced American fami-
lies to pay more than $1,700 dol-
lars each in tariff costs. Small
businesses have suffered.
Farmers have suffered, some
losing entire markets. Everyday
Americans are paying the price.
And even though the Supreme
Court struck these tariffs down
four days ago, the damage to us,
the American people, has already
been done.”

She warned that additional tar-
iffs could be on the horizon, call-
ing them "Another massive tax
hike on you and your family," and
criticized congressional Republi-
cans for failing to intervene.

Referring to the recently

passed legislation championed
by the President, she said, "Ru-
ral health clinics in Virginia and
across the country are already
closing their doors thanks to the
so-called 'One Big Beautiful Bill'
championed by the president and
Republicans in Congress." She

In contrast, Spanberger high-
lighted her work at the state level.
"But here in Virginia, | am work-
ing with our state legislature to
lower costs and make the Com-
monwealth more affordable."
She emphasized that "Demo-
crats across the country are la-
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She warned that additional tariffs could be on the

horizon, calling them "Another massive tax hike on

you and your family,” and criticized congressional

Republicans for failing to intervene

added, "And tonight, the presi-
dent celebrated this law. The one
threatening rural hospitals, stripping
healthcare from millions of Ameri-
cans, and driving up costs in en-
ergy and housing, all while cutting
food programs for hungry kids."

ser-focused on affordability," ar-
guing that Americans "deserve to
know that their leaders are fo-
cused on addressing the prob-
lems that keep them up at night."

She then posed a pointed
question: "So I'll ask again: Is the

President working to make life
more affordable for you and your
family? We all know the answer
isno."

Drawing on her background
as aformer federal agent and CIA
officer, Spanberger underscored
what she described as a com-
mitment to accountability and
public safety. She condemned
recent federal enforcement ac-
tions, stating, "Our broken immi-
gration system is something to
be fixed, not an excuse for unac-
countable agents to terrorize our
communities.”

Turning to global affairs, she
accused the administration of
weakening America's position
abroad, citing concerns about re-
lations with Russia, China, and
Iran. "So I'll ask again: Is the
president working to keep Ameri-
cans safe, both at home and
abroad? We all know the answer
isno."

Spanberger also accused the
president of dishonesty and cor-
ruption. "In his speech tonight,
the president did what he always
does: he lied, he scapegoated,
and he distracted. And he offered
no real solutions to our nation's
pressing challenges, so many of
which he is actively making
worse." She continued, "He's en-
riching himself, his family, his
friends. The scale of the corrup-
tion is unprecedented.” ANI

Salvadoran child molester in North Carolina denaturalized and ordered deported

RALEIGH, N.C. - A federal
judge sentenced convicted
child molester Isidro Arcenio
Alvarado, 58, a native of El Sal-
vador, to active prison time af-
ter he pleaded guilty to fraudu-
lently obtaining U.S. citizen-
ship. The judge also revoked
his citizenship and ordered him
removed from the United
States.

Alvarado confessed to

knowingly making materially
false statements under oath and
penalty of perjury on his natural-
ization application and during a
naturalization interview with U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices. He denied his criminal ac-
tivity and lied to USCIS officials
to gain immigration benefits.
Alvarado naturalized on Oct. 12,
2022.

On April 25, 2023, police ar-

rested Alvarado and charged him
with committing multiple sex of-
fenses against a child. On July 8,
2025, in the Wake County Supe-
rior Court of North Carolina,
Alvarado pleaded guilty to two
counts of indecent liberties with
a child. The state judge sen-
tenced him to a suspended
prison term and ordered him to
register as a sex offender.
Alvarado admitted to having

committed the crimes from Jan.
1, 2019, through April 10, 2021.
In 2019, the victim was only 10
years old.

After Alvarado completes his
sentence, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement will de-
port him from the United States.

U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
District of North Carolina Ellis
Boyle announced Alvarado's
sentencing. ICE officers investi-

gated the case as part of Op-
eration False Haven, an ongo-
ing initiative to aggressively
target child molesters and
other egregious felons who
fraudulently obtain U.S. citizen-
ship. USCIS helped investigate
this case and continues to
support Operation False Ha-
ven. Assistant U.S. Attorney
Lori Warlick prosecuted the
case. USCIS
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